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The Presbytery of Western North Carolina
    114 Silver Creek Road, Morganton, NC 28655      Phone:  (828)438-4217     Fax: (828)437-8655

To: Members of the Presbytery of Western North Carolina

From: Bert Sigmon, Stated Clerk

Date: October 14, 2013

Re: Ninety-Eighth Stated Meeting of Presbytery

The Presbytery of Western North Carolina will hold its quarterly stated meeting on
Saturday, October 26, 2013,  at Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church in Asheville, North
Carolina. Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church is located at  the corner of Merrimon Ave
(US 25) and Gracelyn Rd, approximately 2 miles north of I-240, 789 Merrimon Avenue,
Asheville, NC. For detailed directions, visit the website for Grace Covenant at:
http://www.gcpcusa.org/#/home/directions-contact-us

Registration will begin at 8:30 a.m. and continue until 11:00 a.m. Please sign in at the
registration area upon arrival. 

Lunch tickets will be available for a cost of $7.00 per person during registration. Meal
tickets must be purchased prior to 11:00 a.m.!  (Lunch will be catered by Atlanta Bread in
Asheville.)

Child Care will only be provided from 8:30 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. Registration for child
care is required and reservations must be made no later than Friday, October 18, by calling
the Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church (828/254-3274 - Nancy Quick). 

Intercessory Prayer requests should be placed on the Clerk's table by 11:00 a.m.

Remember that for the 2013 year, churches M through R are entitled to an additional
elder.  Commissioner representation is based on active membership figures taken from the
2011 Statistical Report. Congregations are entitled to ruling elder commissioners based on
the following active membership (BO: G-1.0402), as shown on the 2011 statistical report:

0 - 250 members - 1
251 - 750 members - 2

 751 - 1250 members - 3
1251 - 1750 members - 4

To request an excused absence, please e-mail (mpuckett@presbyterywnc.org), fax (828/437-
8655) or phone (828/438-4217) the Presbytery Office by Wednesday, October 23, 2013.
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THE PRESBYTERY OF WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA
114 Silver Creek Road ~ Morganton, North Carolina 28655 ~ 828 438-4217 ~ FAX 828 437-8655

NEWCOMER’S GUIDE TO PRESBYTERY MEETINGS

WELCOME!
Despite rumors to the contrary, many really do enjoy the time of fellowship and sharing when our
Presbytery meets. However, if you have not been to such a meeting before, it may seem a little
confusing at first. It is hoped that this guide will make your participation more meaningful. For at
Presbytery meetings, we have good news to share, successes to celebrate, helpful resources to publicize,
important (and some not so important) decisions to make, plans to approve, and a wonderful family of
110 congregations to get to know better.

WHAT IS A PRESBYTERY?
A Presbytery is the key governing body in our denomination. There are 173 Presbyteries in the
Presbyterian Church (USA). Ours includes all the PCUSA congregations with nearly 19,000 members in
23 counties in the western part of North Carolina. It consists of all the active Teaching Elders and at
least one Ruling Elder from each congregation (larger ones have additional Ruling Elders). Various
procedures ensure that there is approximately an equal number of Teaching Elders and Ruling Elders;
both are known as commissioners and they have an equal vote. It is vital that each congregation be
represented by its Ruling Elder(s)!

WHAT DOES A PRESBYTERY DO?
A Presbytery is responsible for the mission and government of the Church throughout its area. “In
partnership with Sessions, the mission of our Presbytery is to foster vital and faithful congregations to
be effective witnesses for Jesus Christ.” By combining resources, Presbytery can help each church
improve its ministry by assisting with the calling of pastors, teacher training, grants and loans, officer
development, camping, mission trips, and many other support services.

WHEN DOES PRESBYTERY MEET?
There are four full-day stated (regular) meetings, generally towards the end of the months of January
(Saturday), April (Tuesday at the Montreat Conference Center), July (Tuesday), and October (for either
one or one-and-a-half days, sometimes at one of our churches or an appropriate conference center).
Special meetings at other times can be called, and Presbytery committees meet throughout the year.

WHAT WILL HAPPEN AT THIS MEETING?
All commissioners will receive, in advance, a packet of reports, proposed actions and background
information. Other papers (generally called “Addenda”) will be handed out when you register. Please
read these carefully, and be prepared, since these papers will only be referred to during the meeting
before a committee chair (with some explanation) moves adoption of an action.

In general, these things will occur:

1. Celebration: We will worship together with hymns, prayers, Scripture, preaching and the
Lord’s Supper. We will also welcome new Teaching Elders, commission teams on
mission trips (especially to Guatemala and Malawi), give thanks for special
achievements, and pledge ourselves to better mission and witness. Join in the fellowship
of committed Christians.

October 26, 2013 - Presbytery Meeting 
Page 4 of 70



2. Information: You will learn about lots of events and opportunities to share with your
Session and congregation: new programs, mission plans, available resources, etc. Be a
good communicator when you are back home.

3. Education: You will hear from missionaries, as well as leaders of our colleges, children’s
homes, camps and other institutions; Presbytery officials and Teaching Elders joining our
Presbytery. There is always much to learn.

4. Presbytery Procedures: Much is fairly routine: adoption of the docket (order of
consideration), approval of minutes, receiving reports, etc. Several routine housekeeping
matters are put together in a “Consent Agenda” (formerly referred to as the “Omnibus
Motion”), which is voted on as a unit (but you can remove any item for later discussion).
Though rather unexciting, these matters are necessary. 

5. Debate and Action: At most meetings, there will be a few items that deserve extensive
discussion. Though each recommendation has been reviewed by a committee or the
Administrative Board, it should nevertheless be carefully considered before you decide
how to vote. If you do not understand what is happening, please ask the Moderator to
explain the matter currently before the Presbytery. If you want to offer a motion, the
Stated Clerk would be glad to help you draft it. Don’t worry about parliamentary
procedure. Your role is to listen carefully, share in the debate, if you feel led to do so,
and then vote as the Holy Spirit leads you to understand what is best for Christ’s Church.

It is a privilege and responsibility to help guide this part of the Church of Jesus Christ. Be prepared.
Listen. Pray. Take notes. Report back home. Remember that you are helping our Presbytery in a much
valued and vital way to build up the Body of Christ, to the greater glory of our Lord. 

(Prepared by James Aydelotte,  former Stated Clerk, with thanks to Providence Presbytery in South
Carolina.)

PRESBYTERY MEETING DATES

January 25, 2014 Columbus Presbyterian Church Area

April 29, 2014 Montreat Conference Center

July 29, 2014 Warren Wilson Presbyterian Church

October 25, 2014 Unity Presbyterian Church

updated 10/11/2013
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RULES FOR DEBATE

1. When any commissioner wishes to speak (other than to second a motion, which can be done from one’s
chair), he or she shall go to one of the floor microphones and seek recognition from the Moderator.

2. When recognized, the commissioner shall state his or her name and position in Presbytery before
contributing to the debate.

3. All remarks should be addressed to the Moderator, should be confined to the merits of the pending
question, and must not attack a commissioner’s motives.

4. If several commissioners are standing at microphones waiting to speak to the same motion, the
Moderator shall attempt to alternate pro and con speakers.

5. All proposed amendments (other than a few consecutive words) must be submitted in writing to the
Stated Clerk, preferably in advance of making a motion.

6. If time for further study or consultation is desired before a vote is taken, commissioners shall ordinarily
offer the motion to Postpone to a Particular Time, instead of a motion to Lay on the Table.

7. If a commissioner wishes to end an ongoing debate,
a. he or she must go to a floor microphone and obtain recognition from the Moderator;
b. when recognized, he or she may move the previous question;
c. another commissioner must second this motion (can be done from one’s chair, without

recognition);
d. the Moderator shall immediately conduct a standing vote on this motion to cut off further debate;

[Note: The above is Robert’s Rules as is enjoined by our constitution (Book of
Order, G-3.0105). However, this Presbytery chooses to follow the Parliamentary
Procedures of the General Assembly, which give the Moderator some discretion
in this matter. “The Moderator is in a position to refuse premature closure of
debate by a member through the use of the motion to ‘call the question.’ If, in
the Moderator’s judgement, the assembly has not completed debate, the
Moderator has the power to refuse the motion to close debate.”]

e. if there is a two-thirds affirmative vote to end debate, the Moderator shall immediately conduct
a vote on the motion before the Presbytery.

8. The substitute motion is a form of amendment applied when the desire is to amend a motion in several
different, nonconsecutive places. It also is used when the text to be amended is longer than a paragraph.
The following procedure may be used (at the Moderator’s discretion) after a substitute motion is made.
a. The Moderator calls for perfecting (improving) amendments to the main motion. The

amendments may be debated. Nothing else is in order.
b. The Moderator calls for perfecting (improving) amendments to the substitute motion. The

amendments may be debated. Nothing else is in order.
c. The Moderator puts the question: “Shall the substitute motion replace the main motion?” At this

time, the merits of both the main motion and the substitute motion may be debated, but no
further amendments are in order.

d. The Moderator takes vote on the above question.
1. If the question is approved, the main motion disappears and the substitute motion is

before the assembly for further debate and vote.
2. If the question is defeated, the substitute motion disappears and the main motion is

before the assembly for further debate and vote. 
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PRESBYTERY REPORTING PROCESS

EVERY MEETING
Worship including Celebration of Lord's Supper
Administrative Board
Stated Clerk

(January Necrology of Elders and Ministers)
(July Summary Report of Church Membership
and Attendance)

Committee on Ministry
(July Reporting of Pastor Salaries)

Preparation for Ministry
Budget & Finance 

(January - Budget Approval)
(April - Report of Annual Audit)

Nominating
Church Celebrations
General Presbyter
Educational Time or Presentation

JANUARY
Discipleship Division

Christian Education 
(Day Retreat & Let’s Celebrate)

Youth
Division of Operation

Personnel
Vote on Amendments to Constitution 

(odd years only)
Witness Division

Hunger Committee (Souper Bowl & One
Great Hour of Sharing)

APRIL
Witness Division

Mission Teams
Operation Division
Discipleship Division

Joint Outdoor Ministries Committee
Youth

Support Division
Small Membership Churches

Nominating Committee
Vote on Amendments to Constitution (if needed)

(odd years only)
Leadership Division

Stewardship 
Presbyterian Women

JULY
Witness Division

Self Development of People
Support Division
Discipleship Division

Christian Education (Let's Celebrate)
Youth

Election of Future Moderator
Reports from General Assembly Commissioners

(even years only)
Reports from Synod Commissioners
Local church giving, previous years membership and

worship attendance reported
Leadership Division 

SL/CLP Recognition
Stewardship

Support Division
CCP (Honorable Retirement, Years of

Service)

OCTOBER
Operation Division
Discipleship Division

Joint Outdoors Ministries Committee
Youth
Campus Ministry

Witness Division
Evangelism & Church Development

Election of Synod Commissioners
Election of G.A. Commissioners (odd years only)
Institutions and Agencies

Grandfather Home for Children
Black Mtn Home for Children, Youth, and
Families

Approved April 24, 2012
Presbytery Meeting at Montreat Conference Center
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PRESBYTERY OF WESTERN
 NORTH CAROLINA

GUIDE TO WORSHIP AND WORK

NINETY-EIGHTH STATED MEETING
October 26, 2013

GRACE COVENANT 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Asheville, NC
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NINETY-EIGHTH STATED MEETING
PRESBYTERY OF WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA

October 26, 2013

DOCKET
8:30 Registration 

(If you do not sign in, you will not be counted as present.)

Prayers throughout Presbytery
(We invite you to come to pray for the Presbytery, its work, its churches and pastors.)

Orientation for New Elders

**  9:00 Convene 
Prayer of Invocation and Constitution Don Scofield, Moderator
Appointment of Standing Committees

Tellers
Bills and Overtures
Resolution of Thanks

(Rev. Steve Austin - United Presbyterian Church)

Declaration of Quorum Bert Sigmon, Stated Clerk
Approval of Docket

Consent Agenda [CA] (formerly Omnibus Motion) A
(Consent Agenda is a consent motion.  If a commissioner wishes to pull any item from the consent agenda for any
reason, simply state the item you wish to remove from the Consent Agenda and it will be dealt with as part of the
committee report from which it was drawn.)

Reports Submitted for Information and/or Included in the Consent Agenda
Budget & Finance - Treasurer’s Report BB
Report from Synod Commissioners II
Nominating Committee    I

Stated Clerk’s Report (5 minutes) Bert Sigmon B
(Introduction of any Corresponding Members)

Administrative Board (5 minutes) Patricia Clark C

** 9:30 Service of Worship
Worship Planners: Rev. Mark Ramsey, Rev. Kristy Farber and Rev. Kathy Campbell
Sermon: Authentic
Scripture: Psalms 8 and Psalms 38

 
10:30 Campus Mission (10 Minutes) Steve Runholt

(Greetings from President at Warren Wilson College; Steve Solnick
Covenant between Warren Wilson Presbyterian Church and College)

10:40 Evangelism Committee (5 minutes) Ann & Frank Aichinger
(Introduction of Vera White from OGA and 1001 Worshipping Communities)

10:45 Keynote Presentation (30-45 minutes) Vera White
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11:30 General Presbyter’s Report (10 minutes) Bobbi White GP

11:40 Personnel Committee (5 minutes) FF
(Recommendation for a position for Guatemala Partnership Coordinator - 12 hours a week)

11:45 Committee on Ministry (35 Minutes) Mark Ramsey D
(Work of the Committee, Introduction of new members - Dan Oedy, Kevin Frederick
 Steven Barnes; Michael McKee and Elizabeth Sigmon  for ordination; 
Commissioning of Lay Pastor, Dr. Fred Van Itallie; recommendation of changes to the Sexual Misconduct Policy)

12:20 Committee on Preparation for Ministry (15 Minutes) Mark Burnham K
(Candidate for ministry - Lisle Gwynn from Black Mountain Presbyterian Church)

12:35 Nominating Committee (15 Minutes) Florence Shelor  I
(Election of Commissioners to 221  General Assembly)st

12:50 Review of Opportunity of Becoming a Learning Community (5 minutes)
(To Be From 1:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.)

12:55 Benedictions and Adjournment for Lunch (Lunch provided by Atlanta Bread Company)

(Conclude with the Doxology)

1:00 Lunch and Fellowship

1:45 Conversation with Vera White
1001 Worshipping Communities and Ways Congregations Can Reach Others
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
OCTOBER
 1 DEADLINE FOR NICKEL-A-MEAL GRANT APPLICATIONS

Committee on Ministry Morganton, First

 3 DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION OF REPORTS FOR OCTOBER PRESBYTERY MEETING
 9 Administrative Board Morganton, First
16 Committee on Preparation for Ministry Morganton, First
22 Missions Committee Black Mountain
26 98th Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of Western North Carolina Grace Covenant
28 Stats Workshop West Avenue & Marion, First
29 Stats Workshop Crossnore
29 Commissioned Lay Pastor Task Force Trinity

NOVEMBER
 2 Hunger Committee Morganton, First
 4 Examinations Committee Morganton, First
 5 Committee on Ministry Morganton, First
 8-10 Middle School Retreat Camp Grier
13 Administrative Board Morganton, First
14 Christian Education Committee Morganton, First

Smaller Membership Church Committee Black Mountain
15 Leadership Team of the Guatemala Partnership Morganton, First
18 Nominating Committee Morganton
19 Small Church Financial Forum New Vision, Conover &

West Avenue
Bumcombe Small Church Pastors West Asheville

21 Small Church Financial Forum Spruce Pine, First & 
Westminster

24 Elder Training Franklin, First
28-29 OFFICE CLOSED - THANKSGIVING 

DECEMBER
 2 Examinations Committee Morganton, First
 3 Committee on Ministry Morganton, First
11 Administrative Board Morganton, First

Validated Ministry Black Mountain
17 Buncombe County Small Church Pastors West Asheville
19 PRESBYTERY OFFICE CLOSING AT 12 P. M.
24-31 PRESBYTERY OFFICE CLOSED - CHRISTMAS
31 DEADLINE FOR PEACEMAKING GRANTS

JANUARY
1 PRESBYTERY OFFICE CLOSED - NEW YEAR’S DAY
3 DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION OF REPORTS FOR JANUARY PRESBYTERY MEETING
6 Examinations Committee Morganton, First
7 Committee on Ministry Morganton, First
8 Administrative Board Morganton, First
10 DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION OF POWERPOINT PRESENTATIONS FOR MEETING
18 Elder Training Crossnore
20 OFFICE CLOSED - MARTIN LUTHER KING HOLIDAY
25 99  Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of Western North Carolina Columbus Areath

PRESBYTERY MEETING DATES FOR 2014
January 25, 2014 ~ Hosted by Columbus Presbyterian Church
April 29, 2014 ~ Montreat Conference Center
July 29, 2014 ~ Warren Wilson Presbyterian Church
October 25, 2014 ~ Unity Presbyterian Church
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PRESBYTERY OF WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

October 26, 2013 
 

“Rolls, Registers & Stats . . . Oh My!” Presented by Kris Valerius, OGA 
Records Coordinator and Assistant Stated Clerk. 
Kris will talk about the reporting process to General Assembly, review the 
information requested on the annual statistical reports and discuss the 
importance of that information. She’ll cover the joys of managing church 
rolls, and help you to understand who should be listed on what roll, and 

why! There will also be a time for Q & A following her session. *Wireless internet will be available, so 
bring a laptop or smart phone, along with your username and password for entering the annual report, 
and come get informed!* 
Join us for one of three gatherings: 

Monday, October 28th ~ 9:30 a.m.—12:00 p.m., West Avenue in Gastonia 
(1015 West Franklin Boulevard, Gastonia, NC 28052) 

Monday, October 28th ~ 2:00—4:30 p.m. at First Presbyterian Church in Marion 
( 79 Academy Street, Marion, NC 28752) 

Tuesday, October 29th ~ 9:30 a.m.—12:00 p.m. at Crossnore Presbyterian 
Church in Crossnore (200 Chapel Drive, Crossnore, NC 28616) 

Come to the location most convenient for you, but don’t forget to RSVP to Tonya Williams at the 
Presbytery office (828/438‐4217 or twilliams@presbyterywnc.org) by October 21st so that 
arrangements can be made for materials and refreshments. 
 
Please pray for – Randall Boggs, Barbara Hosbein, Judy Nebrig, Carole Ball, Doug and Mimi Michael, Will 
Garris, Debbie Hagna, Martha Garris, Buzz Durham, Bill Glover, Jenny Vial, Patricia Clark, Margarette 
Kennerly, Sue Unnasch, Anita Bernhardt, Ellen Dozier – the delegation from the Guatemala Partnership 
traveling in Guatemala October 29 – November 6. And pray for Guatemalan sisters and brothers who 
will receive and meet with them. 
 
Youth Middle School Retreat – November 8-10, 2013 – (Ready or Not) 
A three day retreat for middle school youth groups will be held at Camp Grier in Old Fort, NC. Keynoters 
for this retreat will be Chandler Guess and Rosy Robinson.  Churches from all over the Presbytery will 
gather at Camp Grier for a weekend of learning, fun, faith, and fellowship. Visit the Presbytery website 
(www.presbyterywnc.org) for registration forms. The cost will be $65 per person. 
 
Small Church Financial Forums 
Fourth and Final Forums – Last One This Year  
 Tuesday, November 19 at 9:00 a.m. at New Vision in Conover 
  Or  12:30 p.m. at West Avenue in Gastonia 
 Thursday, November 21 at 9:00 a.m. at Spruce Pine, First Presbyterian 
  Or  12:30 p.m. at Westminster in Asheville 
 
Elder Training – Don’t Miss This Opportunity 
The First Presbyterian Church in Franklin has graciously agreed to host an Elder Training Workshop on 
Sunday, November 24th, beginning at 12:15 p.m.  The training program will be for new or continuing 
Elders, and includes lunch. Please bring a copy of the Book of Order, plus a Bible and a Book of 
Confessions, if you have one. There is no cost for lunch, however you do have to RSVP to Tonya Williams 
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at the Presbytery office twilliams@presbyterywnc.org or 828/438-4217) by Friday, November 8th. The 
training will run from 12:15 p.m. until about 6 PM.   
 
Additionally, elder training will be offered again in the following location: 
  January 14, 2014 – Crossnore Presbyterian Church  
   
Middle School Youth Event – “We Didn’t Start The Fire” 
Sexuality Retreat for Middle School Youth, Parents of Middle School Youth, and Youth Leaders, Saturday, 
February 22, 2014 at the Montreat Conference Center in Montreat. During this time, we will be helping 
youth and parents connect their faith with sexuality while promoting healthy conversations between 
parents and youth. Facilitators for this one-day event are Joanne Tate, Heather Wood-Davis and Michael 
Bailey. For more information and registration form, visit the Presbytery website: 
(www.presbyterywnc.org). 
 
High School Mission Retreat – Join High School Youth and Youth Leaders for a mission oriented, 
overnight retreat at Black Mountain Home for Children, Youth and Adults the weekend of March 14-15, 
2014. The cost per person will be $25. 
 
SAVE THE DATE -- The Christian Education Committee is pleased to offer the following dates for their 
annual spiritual retreat next year at Montreat: Friday, February 28 & Saturday, March 1, 2014. “Finding 
Your Voice: How To Speak Your Heart’s True Faith,” by Retreat Leader, Jim Dant. The retreat will be a 
three session study based on the book by the same title. Register early, space is limited. Registration 
deadline: February 15, 2014. Visit the Presbytery website (www.presbyterywnc.org) for information and 
registration forms.  
 
Presbyterian Women's Spring Gathering for 2014 are as follows: 
Eastern area:  Saturday, April 5, 2014 at First Presbyterian Church, Cherryville, NC. 
 
Middle School Rally – Join youth from across the Presbytery for a one-day gathering of learning, fun, 
faith, and fellowship on April 6, 2014 in Montreat. There is no registration required and the event is free 
of charge!  
 
Guatemala Partnership 
For current information about the Guatemala Partnership, go to the Face Book group page, “Guatemala 
Partnership of WNC Presbytery” -https://www.facebook.com/groups/319288741505187/ 
Partner churches in WNC are welcome to add notices to this page. 
 

EDUCATION STUDY TRIP – Read a complete report of the trip which took place August 3 – 11, as well as 
documents,“Questions and Answers,”  “Processing New Learnings, Dreams, and Action Steps”  on the 
Guatemala Partnership section of the Presbytery web page.  If you have questions or concerns about the 
reports, be in touch with Carole Ball, caroleball@gmail.com. 
 

2014 Presbytery Meeting Dates 
January 25, 2014 – Hosted by Columbus Presbyterian Church, Columbus 
April 29, 2014 – Montreat  Conference Center, Montreat 
July 29, 2014 – Warren Wilson Presbyterian Church, Swannanoa 
October 25, 2014 – Unity Presbyterian Church, Denver 
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KEYNOTER:   VERA WHITE 

Our speaker at this meeting of the Presbytery of Western North 

Carolina will be Vera White, who is the Associate for Mission for 1001 

New Worshipping Communities at the General Assembly offices.   

The 220th General Assembly (2012) declared a church wide 

commitment “TO IGNITE A MOVEMENT THAT RESULTS IN THE 

CREATION OF 1,001 NEW WORSHIPING COMMUNITIES IN THE NEXT 

10 YEARS.”  Vera is the director who is working to help this vital 

ministry happen in the PCUSA.  At the last count, there were already 

143 new worshipping communities.   You can find out much more 

about what is happening at www.onethousandone.org  

Vera was the Director of New Church Development, Stewardship, and the Committee on Ministry for 

Pittsburgh Presbytery.  White is passionate about theatre, travel, and gardening. Prior to her work in 

Pittsburgh she was a freelance writer   and a high school English and theater teacher. .She is currently 

living in Louisville and will eventually move to Pittsburg Seminary.   

 

AFTERNOON WITH VERA WHITE 

The Evangelism Committee of PWNC will host a time with Vera on  

FRIDAY, October 24, 4:30-6:00 

At Westminster Presbyterian Church in Asheville 

15 Overbrook Place, Asheville, NC  28805 

Dinner will be available from Webo’s Barbeque following the meeting for $5.   

Please make reservations to annaichinger@gmail.com or call 828-464-1330. 

October 26, 2013 - Presbytery Meeting 
Page 14 of 70

http://www.pc-biz.org/Explorer.aspx?m=ro&id=3971
http://www.pc-biz.org/Explorer.aspx?m=ro&id=3971
http://www.pc-biz.org/Explorer.aspx?m=ro&id=3971
http://www.onethousandone.org/
mailto:annaichinger@gmail.com


A
CONSENT AGENDA

(formerly Omnibus Motion)
For the purpose of expediting some of Presbytery's decisions which are routine and non-
controversial, a Consent Agenda will be used.  These motions are included throughout the packet. 

PLEASE READ THESE MOTIONS BEFORE PRESBYTERY!

Matters may be removed from the Consent Agenda when:
A. Any member of the governing body requests removal of an item included in the CA

whereupon that item shall be removed and presented to the governing body as part of the
report from which it originated.

B. When the Consent Agenda is presented on the floor, opportunity shall be given for members
of the governing body to request, without comment or debate, for removal of specific items
from the CA.

A FAVORABLE VOTE ON THE CA SHALL BE RECORDED AS A
FAVORABLE VOTE ON ALL MATTERS INCLUDED IN THE MOTION. 
THEREFORE, PLEASE READ AND PRAYERFULLY CONSIDER ALL
MOTIONS BEFORE PRESBYTERY.

*****************************
THAT THE CONSENT AGENDA, INCLUDING THE FOLLOWING

 RECOMMENDATIONS, BE ADOPTED:

RECOMMENDATIONS 1 and 2, and 5 thru 12 FROM THE 
STATED CLERK'S REPORT

(See Stated Clerk's Report (B) for contents of recommendations.)

RECOMMENDATIONS 3 thru 9  FROM THE
ADMINISTRATIVE BOARD'S REPORT

(See Administrative Board's Report (C) for contents of recommendations.)

RECOMMENDATIONS III. A thru F, and IV. FROM THE COMMITTEE ON
MINISTRY’S REPORT

(See Committee on Ministry’s Report (D) for contents of recommendations.)

RECOMMENDATION I. FROM THE COMMITTEE ON PREPARATION FOR
MINISTRY’S REPORT

(See Committee on Preparation for Ministry’s Report (K) for contents of recommendation)

RECOMMENDATIONS 1 thru 26 FROM THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE
REPORT.

(See Nominating Committee’s Report (I) for contents of recommendations.)
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THE PRESBYTERY OF WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA
STATED CLERK'S REPORT

William A. (Bert) Sigmon, Stated Clerk
October 26, 2013

The Stated Clerk presents the following:

RECOMMENDATIONS:

CA  1. THAT Don Scofield, Bert Sigmon, and Robbin Buchanan be requested to prepare
the minutes of this Presbytery meeting for approval at the January 25, 2014
Presbytery meeting.

CA 2. THAT the minutes of the July 30, 2013 Stated Meeting of Presbytery be approved as
submitted. (The full set of these minutes, including appendices, is available for review
at the Stated Clerk's table.)

3. THAT the Cullowhee Presbyterian Church Administrative Commission places the
following recommendations before the Presbytery of Western North Carolina.
Additional information related to the recommendations from the Commission can
be found in their in the written report from the Administrative Commission. (Stated
Clerk Attachment 1)

A. The Church
1. That the Cullowhee Presbyterian Church be dissolved effective

November 24, 2013.
2. That the Administrative Commission work with the Session for a

worship service to honor the long and distinguished ministry of the
Cullowhee Presbyterian Church. 

3. That the Stated Clerk arrange to transfer the remaining members to
a church of their choice, or that a letter of membership be filed in
the Presbytery office.

4. That the Session be thanked for their service. 
5. That the Rev. Margie Boyd be thanked for her service.

B. Campus Ministry
1. That the Cullowhee Administrative Commission be authorized to 

continue its work to support and promote campus ministry while
discerning the future of ministry in Cullowhee.  Recommendations
will be made to Presbytery. 

2. That the administrative commission be authorized to utilize church
property to continue the current campus ministry.

 
4. THAT the Administrative Board of the Presbytery of Western North Carolina

approve the authorization of the First Presbyterian Church, Hendersonville
Administrative Commission to have the authority to exercise any and all functions
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entrusted to Administrative Commissions pursuant to G-3.-0109b of the Book of
Order, except the imposition of original jurisdiction without further authorization of
the Administrative Board. 

CA 5. THAT the following persons be appointed to serve as additional members on the First
Presbyterian Church, Hendersonville's Administrative Commission:

Mr. Jim Henderson
Rev. Dr. Don Scofield

THAT Mr. Bob Forsythe  and Rev. Dr. Cam Murchison be appointed to serve as  co-
chairs of the First Presbyterian Church, Hendersonville Administrative Commission
and that Mr. Bob Forsythe serve as the acting chair during the absence of Rev. Cam
Murchison due to illness.

THAT the commission will now be composed of the following members:
Mr. Bob Forsythe, Co-Chair (Acting Chair), Rev. Cam Murchison, Co-Chair,
Rev. Anne Morgan, Rev. Dr. Allen Smith, Rev. Dr. Don Scofield, Ms. Jane Vann,
Mr. Jim Henderson.

The responsibilities of the commission will continue as:
1. Shepherding the First Presbyterian Church, Hendersonville Session and

Congregation considering a request to Presbytery to be dismissed.
2. Negotiating the "legal agreement" detailed in section IV.D.
3. Recommending "a decision to Presbytery" as detailed in section IV.E.3.

 
CA 6. THAT the Administrative Board of the Presbytery of Western North Carolina

approved the authorization of the First Presbyterian Church, Hendersonville
Administrative Commission to serve communion to the members of the continuing First
Presbyterian Church, Hendersonville in the context of worship services for this
congregation.  

CA 7. THAT the following person be appointed to serve as replacement on the Administrative
Commission for the West Asheville Presbyterian Church:

Rev. David Stover

The Commission will now be composed of the following members:
Ms. Dot Descieux, Mr. Bill Kantonen, Rev. Maggie Lauterer, Rev. Dr. Mark
Stanley, Rev. David Stover, and Rev. Mark Ramsey.

The responsibilities of the commission will continue as approved at the January 29,
2011 Presbytery meeting.
• “To inquire into and settle the difficulties” (BO:G-9.0503 a(4)
• “To assume original jurisdiction" (BO: G-11.0103s), and to exercise the

“responsibility and power” of the Session (BO: G-10.0102), if needed, and as needed,
in the discretion of the Commission. The Commission may, from time to time,
delegate any of those responsibilities and powers to the existing Session, and may
likewise deny those to the Session from time to time, as it deems necessary.
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• To make a report, through the Committee on Ministry, to each meeting of the

Presbytery.  

CA 8. THAT the October 26, 2013 report of the Administrative Commission for the New
Vision, Conover New Church Development be received and entered into the
permanent record of the Presbytery. (Stated Clerk Attachment 2)

CA 9. THAT the October 26, 2013 report of the Administrative Commission for First
Presbyterian Church, Hendersonville be received and entered into the permanent
record of the Presbytery. (Stated Clerk Attachment 3)

CA 10. THAT the October 26, 2013 report of the Administrative Commission for the First
Presbyterian Church, Lincolnton be received and entered into the permanent
record of the Presbytery. (Stated Clerk Attachment 4)

CA 11. THAT the October 26, 2013 report of the Administrative Commission for Korean
Presbyterian Church be received and entered into the permanent record of the
Presbytery. (Stated Clerk Attachment 5)

CA 12. THAT the October 26, 2013 report of the Administrative Commission for the West
Asheville Presbyterian Church, Asheville be received and entered into the
permanent record of the Presbytery. (Stated Clerk Attachment 5)

 

FOR INFORMATION:

13. The ninety-ninth stated meeting of the Presbytery of Western North Carolina will be
held on Saturday, January 25, 2014 hosted by the Columbus Presbyterian Church,
Columbus, North Carolina.

14. THAT the following dates have been set for 2014 Presbytery Meetings:
2014

January 25, 2014 ~ Hosted by the Columbus Presbyterian Church
April 29, 2014 ~ Montreat Conference Center
July 29, 2014 ~ Warren Wilson Presbyterian Church
October 25, 2014 ~ Unity Presbyterian Church
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ATTACHMENT 1 
Report from the  

Cullowhee Administrative Commission 

October 26, 2013 

 
At the August 21, 2013, Session made the following recommendation: 

 

The Session along with the Commission recognizes that the life of the Cullowhee Presbyterian 

Church has been fulfilled, and the recommendation from the Session and the Commission to the 

COM is that the congregation be dissolved.  This motion is being sent to the September 10 

Committee on Ministry meeting, and with their endorsement that it will be voted on at the 

October 26 Presbytery meeting. 

 

This motion passed 6 – 1. The motion was made and seconded by members of Session. Committee on 

Ministry endorsed the recommendation unanimously on September 10. 

 

It is the Commission’s desire to help provide closure for the congregation and craft a legacy that will 

live in perpetuity.  A final worship service will be planned for November 24, and all people will be 

invited to share in celebrating Cullowhee’s legacy.  Presbyterian witness and mission are not finished in 

Cullowhee. The Commission will make recommendations about how resources from the congregation 

can be given a new purpose for campus ministry.  

 

This difficult decision was made faithfully and prayerfully. Certain realities and boundaries were 

established: the congregation’s capacity for ministry is not growing; a divisiveness exists in the 

congregation that does not witness reconciliation and joy in Jesus Christ; and in consultation with the 

Committee on Ministry, the Commission would not recommend that the congregation call another 

pastor.  

 

This decision has been difficult for the congregation. Dissenting voices have asked that they be allowed 

to call a part-time pastor in lieu of dissolution.  The Commission stands by the decision made with the 

Session and does not believe that such a plan increases the congregation’s capacity for ministry, promote 

healing, nor point beyond itself to the transforming grace of Jesus Christ.  

 

We trust that this is a faithful response to God’s activity in the world, and the Commission feels 

committed to helping form a new vision for ministry in Cullowhee.  Gratitude is owed to the current and 

past members, elders, and pastors of Cullowhee Presbyterian Church for their long and dedicated 

service.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Michael Isaacs, Chair 

Terry Hanna 

John Lindsay 

Judy McManus 
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ATTACHMENT 2 

Administrative Commission Report 
New Vision Church, Conover, NC 
October 2013 
 
The summer is a busy time at New Vision.  We had an evening Vacation Bible School in July, with 54 kids and 
about twelve adults in the Adult Café – but also with almost forty people helping out with everything from 
teaching and guiding the kids, to making dinner and cleaning up, to putting up the bounce house and doing 
recreation.  Then we had a Day Camp for our kids and their friends the week before school started.  There were 
about twenty kids from kindergarten to fifth grade, with five youth helpers and some parents along with our Co-
Pastor, Ann Aichinger.  We also had two youth attend Youth Triennium and five youth go to Camp Grier.   
 
We continue to build a deeper relationship with Centro Latino as we seek to serve the Latino members of our 
congregation.  As we hopefully get ready for immigration reform, we will have an office for the immigration 
specialists at New Vision.  We also are able to continue our English / Spanish classes.   
We have begun our sixth year of providing weekend meals at our local elementary school.  So far we have about 
75 bags with seven meals each week.  We expect that to grow.  We have ten volunteers who come out every 
Thursday morning, and pack the bags – they can do it in twenty minutes and have a great time.  We have seen 
the local support of this grow and grow – and this year started with $500 from the Shuford PTO as well as having 
a 50% share of the charity money raised by the Hickory Golf Classic.  
 
We have taken a partner church in Guatemala, Bethel in El Tumbador up in the mountains.  We are working on 
raising money for scholarships for the kids to go to school.  This has strong support of our own students, and at 
VBS they brought in their coins and raised over $200. 
The pumpkins arrive on October 5.  We will have them on sale through October 31 – or when they run out.  The 
money from this goes into our scholarship fund that helps our children and youth go to camps and conferences 
that they could not afford.   
 
Our Co-Pastor, Ann Aichinger, is currently going to class one day a week to get a certificate of Spiritual Direction.  
She will begin a supervised training with a member of New Vision.   
Our biggest struggle continues to be financial.  We see faithful giving, but there is not enough to meet the 
expectations.  Our growth in numbers helps this, and is the way that we see becoming financially stable.   
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ATTACHMENT 3 
 

Report of Administrative Commission  

The First Presbyterian Church of Hendersonville, October 1, 2013 

 The First Presbyterian Church of Hendersonville continues in the transitional phase. 

Those members desiring dismissal to the Evangelical Presbyterian Church (EPC) continue to 

worship, witness and serve under the leadership of the current pastoral staff and session at their 

location in downtown Hendersonville (699 N Grove St).  

Those members of the First Presbyterian Church of Hendersonville desiring to remain 

part of the PCUSA continue to worship, witness and serve with pastoral leadership assistance 

from the Administrative Commission at an alternate location, currently 121 West Barnwell St. 

also in downtown Hendersonville. Opportunities for Christian education include church school 

for both children and adults on Sunday and Bible study during the week. Their mission support 

includes Black Mountain Home for Children and support of Presbytery’s Guatemala Partnership. 

Their outreach to the community has resulted in an increased number of individuals at worship.  

 Selection of a licensed appraiser by the Administrative Commission, acting on behalf of 

Presbytery, has been completed. This selection was done in consultation with the congregation in 

accordance with the Presbytery “Guidelines for Congregations Considering a Request to 

Presbytery to be Dismissed.” The appraiser has begun work, and a report is expected before early 

November. 

 We regret the untimely death, in late September, of the attorney for the group requesting 

dismissal. The full impact of this is unknown, but at a minimum, some significant orientation 

time will be required for the new attorney.  

 A tabulation of all forms of property is being developed by those wishing dismissal. Such 

a list is necessary to comply with the Presbytery Guidelines which require that “there shall be a 

legal agreement binding on all parties and addressing all forms of the property….” 

 The Commission is recommending that two members be added to the Administrative 

Commission, the Rev. Dr. Don Scofield and Elder Jim Henderson and that Elder Robert Forsythe 

be appointed Co-Chair of the Commission and Acting Chair due to the illness of Cam 

Murchison. 

Respectfully submitted,  

Cam Murchison, Chair 

Robert Forsythe, Co-Chair 

Allen Smith 

Anne Morgan 

Jane Vann 

Don Scofield 

Jim Henderson 

Bert Sigmon, ex officio 

Bobbi White, ex officio 
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ATTACHMENT 4 
 

Report from the FPC Lincolnton Administrative Commission 

October 26, 2013 

 

Commission Members: Paula Wallace, Bob Ervin, Rev. Shannon Kershner, Rev. Kevin Frederick, and 

Jerry Ragan (moderator) 

 

Even though his stay was only five (5) weeks, our bridge interim, Jack Davidson, was able to do 

significant work with this congregation. With Jack’s guidance, the congregation was able to work 

through and resolve the question as to where it should worship. More importantly, Jack was able to 

impress upon this congregation the need to get started on the development and implementation of a plan 

and program for outreach and mission.  

 

The congregation of FPC has made significant strides in the development of its program for outreach 

and mission through its own leadership.  They have developed and adopted a new mission statement: 

Reach, Teach, Feed, and Love.  The congregation is attempting to tailor its programs to fulfill the 

components of its new mission statement. The Leadership Council, with congregational input, has 

decided that they want the main thrust of the church’s mission to address the problem of hunger in 

Lincoln County.  While they are still working on the details of what such a program will look like, they 

have already engaged in a church garden (to provide fresh vegetables for the soup kitchen of Christian 

Ministries), have committed to do quarterly Meals for Mission for outside programs to share the needs 

and goals of their programs with proceeds from such dinners being given as a donation to that program, 

and they are attempting to determine how to address the nutrition needs of impoverished school 

children.  

 

Kevin Frederick and Anita Bernhardt are leading the AC’s efforts to locate the next interim minister for 

this church. We are hopeful that this significant need will be filled soon. Whit Malone has been 

wonderful about fulfilling some recent pastoral care needs for the congregation.  

 

This congregation still has many challenges ahead of it but they appear to be fully committed to 

surmounting them with both energy and love. These are very exciting times in Lincolnton.  Please keep 

these wonderful brothers and sisters in Christ in your prayers 

 

        Jerry Ragan, Moderator 
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STATED CLERK 

ATTACHMENT 5 
 

Administrative Commission Report 

The Korean Presbyterian Church of Asheville 

October 26, 2013 
 

The Korean Presbyterian Church of Asheville continues to meet faithfully for worship under the 

leadership of Rev. Hee Yoon Lee.  Rev. Lee is an ordained PCA pastor who lives in Charlotte 

and serves this church on a week to week basis. The congregation had a joint worship celebration 

with their host, First Presbyterian of Asheville, on World Communion Sunday. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Administrative Commission for the Korean Presbyterian Church 

 

 

 

 

 

Administrative Commission Report 

West Asheville Presbyterian Church  

October 26, 2013 

 
The commission will be meeting with the Session before the end of the year to determine what 

would be most helpful over the next year in regard to the congregation's next steps. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE BOARD
Mrs. Patricia Clark, Chair

October 26, 2013

The Administrative Board of the Presbytery makes the following recommendations:

RECOMMENDATIONS:

1. THAT the Presbytery elect Teaching Elder Susan Denne as Moderator of the
Presbytery for 2015, serving as Vice-Moderator in 2014.

2. THAT the Evangelism Committee of the Presbytery of Western North Carolina 
Presbytery believes that the Presbyterian Church USA has a message and ministry
that is needed in this area of North Carolina. They realize that some congregations
are choosing to leave the PCUSA. They encourage the Presbytery to see this as a
stimulus to start new mission that will meet the needs of culture and context today.
Therefore, the Evangelism Committee and the Administrative Board recommend
the following to the Presbytery:

• First, that for any congregation that chooses to leave the PCUSA, we attempt to
start a new worshipping community within the bounds of the PWNC.  This could
be in the community where the congregation departed, if this is a feasible mission
field. In the case of a continuing congregation, that we support that church to
grow in health and ministry.

• Second, that the Administrative Board prioritize funding for new worshipping
communities, NCDs, and strengthen existing congregations (church
transformation). 

• Third, that the Evangelism Committee be charged with identifying areas and
missions that would be open to new worshipping communities, as well as those
churches open and willing to be a part of church transformation.  The Evangelism
Committee would bring a recommendation to PWNC about the way to go forward
with helping with new worshipping communities, NCD and church
transformation.

• Fourth, that we develop a grant program for 1001 New Worshipping
Communities and for Church Transformation.

CA 3. THAT the Presbytery concur with the Administrative Board and the Committee on
Ministry for the Commissioned Lay Pastor Sub-Committee to assume the past
responsibilities of the School for the Laity Sub-Committee and that the School for
the Laity Sub-Committee cease to exist.

The Commissioned Lay Pastor Sub-Committee will consist of the following
members:
Allen Smith, Chair Richard Hood Linda Moore
James Aydelotte Eloise Kaeck Tom Parker
Robert Garrison Marjorie Marsh Bob Porter
Joe Gernoske Bob McFerren Fred Van Itallie
Barbara Ross, Ex-Officio

October 26, 2013 - Presbytery Meeting 
Page 24 of 70



C-2
CA 4. THAT the Presbytery elect the following persons to serve on the Nominating

Committee:
Mrs. Jane Hansel (Swannanoa, First) (B) 2014 Chair
Mr. Irvin Barksdale (Spruce Pine, First) (F) Class of 2016
Mrs. Betty Davenport (Gastonia, First) (D) Class of 2016
Ms. Susan Maveety (New Hope, Asheville) (B) Class of 2016
Mr. Charles Kincaid (Dulatown) (E) Class of 2016

CA 5. THAT the Presbytery grant permission to Jack's Creek Presbyterian Church,
Burnsville to borrow up to $25,000 for the purpose of renovations and repairs to
their parking lots and building.

CA 6. THAT the Presbytery approve media guidelines for Presbytery meetings, with said
guidelines effective January 1, 2014. (Administrative Board Attachment 1)

CA 7. THAT the Presbytery accept general guidelines for nominating commissioners from
the Presbytery to the General Assembly. (Administrative Board Attachment 2)

CA 8. THAT the Presbytery approve the covenant with the Presbyterian Hunger
Program, including the support for the Hunger Action Enabler position.
(Background: This is an annual renewal with the General Assembly Hunger Program,
which helps fund the work of the Hunger Action Enabler, which is part of the
responsibility of the Interim Associate Presbyter.)

CA 9. THAT the Presbytery approve the joining of the Committee on Representation and
Nominating Committee for a one-year term, effective January 1, 2014. 

FOR INFORMATION:
10. THAT the Administrative Board approved taking up to $5,000 from the Presbytery

reserves and moving to the Committee on Ministry budget.

11. THAT the Administrative Board approved the responsibilities and remuneration
for a part-time Guatemala Partnership Coordinator.

12. THAT the Administrative Board approved the following recommendation from the
Committee on Ministry with respect to monetary settlements with congregations
leaving the denomination. The criteria are:

1. The needs of the Presbytery.
2. The needs of the continuing congregation.
3. The needs of the congregation requesting dismissal.

13. THAT the Administrative Board received a report from General Presbyter, Bobbi
White, of her visit with representatives of the Wee Kirk Presbyterian Church in
Linville, North Carolina. 
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14. THAT the Administrative Board approved granting permission to the Wee Kirk

Presbyterian Church to celebrate the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper during 2013.
(This congregation acts as a chapel without an installed pastor or a session and serving
the community with their contributions.)

15. THAT the Administrative Board reviewed and approved the following grant
applications.

Grants (Synod - New and Small Church)
Jack's Creek Presbyterian Church, Burnsville
Glen Alpine Presbyterian Church, Glen Alpine
Sweetwater Presbyterian Church, Hickory
West Asheville Presbyterian Church, Asheville
Cullowhee Presbyterian Church, Cullowhee
Reems Creek-Beech, Weaverville

Grants (Synod)
Resource Center

General Assembly - 1001 Worshipping Communities
West Asheville Presbyterian Church, Asheville

16. THAT the Administrative Board approved appointment of the following members 
to study the current Presbytery committee structure and outline a proposal for the
restructuring of Presbytery committees:

Mrs. Paula Wallace Rev. Esta Jarrett
Rev. Carol Steele Rev. Dr. Luke Harkey
Rev. Dr. Mark Stanley Rev. Dr. Edwin Brenegar
Mr. Russ Reighley, CLP Rev. Dr. James Aydelotte
Patricia Clark, Ex-Officio Rev. Bobbi White, Ex-Officio

17. THAT the Administrative Board and Personnel Committee reviewed and accepted
the 2013-2014 Goals of General Presbyter, Bobbi White. 

18. THAT a list of upcoming events of the Presbytery can be found on the back of the
Presbytery Docket.

19. THAT the following dates have been set for youth events in 2013 and 2014:
Middle School Retreat - November 8-10, 2013 - Camp Grier
Middle School Youth Event - “We Didn’t Start the Fire” - Sexuality

Retreat for Middle School - February 22, 2014 - Montreat
Conference Center

High School Overnight Mission Retreat - High School Youth - March
14-15, 2014 - Black Mountain Home for Children, Youth and Adults

20. THAT the Administrative Board will welcome invitations from churches or
institutions willing to host Presbytery meetings in 2015.

21. THAT the following dates have been set for 2014 Presbytery Meetings:
2014

January 25, 2014 ~ Hosted by Columbus Presbyterian Church
April 29, 2014 ~ Montreat Conference Center
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July 29, 2014 ~ Warren Wilson Presbyterian Church
October 25, 2014 ~ Unity Presbyterian Church

22. THAT the Small Membership Church Committee reported on the meetings held
with the Presbyterian Foundation for small membership churches. They
encouraged all small membership churches to attend one of the next scheduled
sessions that will be held on November 19 and November 21.

November 19, 2013 - New Vision, Conover (9:00 a.m.)
November 19, 2013 - West Avenue, Gastonia (12:30 p.m.)
November 21, 2013 - Spruce Pine, First (9:00 a.m.)
November 21, 2013 - Westminster, Asheville (12:30 p.m.)

23. THAT the Christian Education Committee will sponsor an over-night spirituality
retreat, to be held on Friday and Saturday, February 28 - March 1, 2014 at the
Montreat Conference Center. 

24. THAT the Presbyterian Women will be holding their spring Gathering on:
Eastern Area: Saturday, April 5, 2014 - First Presbyterian Church, Cherryville

25. THAT the Administrative Board encourage the Presbytery to read the Presbyterian
Women’s Horizon magazine which focuses on this area and the Presbytery of
Western North Carolina.
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ADMINISTRATIVE BOARD 

ATTACHMENT 1 
Presbytery of Western North Carolina 

Policy on Media Presentations at Presbytery Meetings 
 

In recognition of the reality that communications within the life of the church can be enhanced by the 

thoughtful and faithful use of technology, and that multi-media resources may have their place within 

the context of meetings of our Presbytery, the Administrative Board adopts this policy to insure that care 

is taken in the selection and utilization of all forms of media proposed for presentation during Presbytery 

meetings: 

 

1. The materials subject to the terms of this policy include, but are not limited to, the following: 

a. Video and/or Audio materials displayed, projected, transmitted or replayed by any 

means; 

b. Projection of still photographs or “slides”; 

c. Projection of “powerpoint” presentations and similar resources utilizing 

graphic/photographic or computer generated images. 

 

2. Persons who propose to present any of the materials listed in paragraph 1., above, must 

submit complete copies of the materials to the Stated Clerk not later than twenty-one (21) 

days prior to the date of the subject presbytery meeting, or three business days prior to the 

last meeting of the Administrative Board prior to the subject meeting, whichever comes first 

(the “deadline for submissions”). At the time of submission that person must sign a statement 

acknowledging the provisions of this policy, and that she/he will be solely responsible for 

complying with these rules. 

 

3. Submitted materials received by the Stated Clerk after the deadline for submissions will not 

be accepted for presentation during the subject presbytery meeting, except in the sole 

discretion of the moderator, whose decision will be final. 

 

4. It is the responsibility of the person submitting the materials to: 

 

a. determine that he/she has the ability to conduct the presentation of the materials with his 

or her own hardware and/or software, as needed; or 

b. to obtain, in advance, the services of someone who is familiar with the equipment, 

software and/or hardware, provided by the submitter or the Presbytery, who will agree to 

operate the equipment; and 

c. to determine in advance of the meeting that all equipment, hardware and/or software, 

necessary to the successful presentation of the materials, are compatible with the 

equipment belonging to the submitter or to the Presbytery and in good working order. 

d. Presbytery staff, including the General Presbyter and the Stated Clerk, will not conduct 

multi-media presentations. 

  

5. Materials submitted timely will be reviewed by the Stated Clerk and the General Presbyter 

with regard to the content and the length of the material; the Administrative Board shall have 

the final authority to approve or disapprove the presentation of the materials. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE BOARD
ATTACHMENT 2

GENERAL ASSEMBLY  GUIDELINES FOR CHOOSING
COMMISSIONERS:

THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS CANDIDATES BASED ON THE
FOLLOWING GUIDELINES (Which may differ in any one year, but should average over several years)
C People that are active in PWNC with a good overview of the presbytery and denomination and an

understanding how decisions will impact on the total denomination and its churches.
C Half women and half men (spread over ruling and teaching elders)
C Half clergy(teaching elders) and half ruling elders.
C Average one racial ethnic over years for GA.
C Geographic variety
C Different theological perspectives representing the Presbytery. (Try to have at least a few person

with various theological perspective.)
C Commissioners from large and small membership churches
C Alternates from the previous year, particularly, if they attended training. (This year that would

include Jay Crane and Shannon Kershner)
C Anyone nominated for moderator (Heath Rada)
C Recommendations for youth come from the Youth Committee/ youth leaders.

People who ask to be commissioners, are considered, but the above criteria is priority.
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THE PRESBYTERY OF WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA

COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY
REV. MARK RAMSEY, CHAIR 

OCTOBER 26, 2013 

FIRST SECTION

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY, AN ADMINISTRATIVE
COMMISSION, OR A TASK FORCE THAT REQUIRE ACTION BY PRESBYTERY:

I. RECOMMEND TO PRESBYTERY FOR EXAMINATION AND ORDINATION:
A. MICHAEL TATE MCKEE

From: Candidate, Presbytery of Western North Carolina
As: Pastor, Newland Presbyterian Church
Effective: October 1, 2013 as Student Pastor, until ordination
(See COM Attachment 1 for Bio Credo, Sermon Transcript and CPM Report.)

B. ELIZABETH SIGMON
From: Candidate, Presbytery of Charlotte
As: Stated Pastor, Olney Presbyterian Church
Effective: October 1, 2013 as Student pastor, until ordination
(See COM Attachment 2 for Bio Credo.)

II. RECOMMEND FOR COMMISSIONING BY THE PRESBYTERY AS LAY PASTOR:
A. FREDERICK VAN ITALLIE

From: Elder, Trinity Presbyterian Church
Commissioned Lay Pastor Graduate
As: Commissioned Lay Pastor, Dean, School for the Laity
Effective: October 26, 2013 
(The commission is to include permission to celebrate the Lord’s Supper.)
(See COM Attachment 3 for Bio Credo.)

CA III. RECOMMEND TO PRESBYTERY THE VALIDATION OF MINISTRY FOR:
(See COM Attachment 4)
A. Cynthia Strickler, as Director and Dean of Faculty, Dunamis Fellowship Int.,

Presbyterian Reformed Ministries, Int., through October 26, 2014.
B. Joan Martin, as Chaplain, Covenant Village, Inc., through October 26, 2014.
C. William Buchanan, as Executive Director, Asheville Youth Mission, through October 26,

2014.
D. Lynn Michie, as Chaplain, Swannanoa Correctional Center for Women, through October

26, 2014.
E. Merriam Alexander, as Vice President for the Center for Faith and Life, Mountain

Retreat Association, through October 26, 2014.
F. Evelyn Coleman, as Associate Director of the Center for Youth and Young Adult

Ministry, Montreat Conference Center, through October 26, 2014.

CA IV. RECOMMEND TO PRESBYTERY THAT THE “SEXUAL MISCONDUCT RESPONSE
POLICY” be amended in Section III (E.), the “prevention” section, that required attendance to
training now be every four years, instead of every three.  Section III, E. will now read: “Every
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four years thereafter, all presbytery professionals that live in this presbytery, and presbytery
volunteers, will attend a workshop offered by the PWNC, or another source satisfactory to the
Stated Clerk, on the issues of sexual misconduct.”  

SECOND SECTION

The Book of Order provides that the Committee on Ministry may be given authority by the Presbytery
to find in order calls issued by churches, to approve and present calls for service of ministers, to
approve the examination of ministers transferring from other Presbyteries, required by G-11.0402
and G11.0502g, to dissolve the pastoral relationship in cases where the congregation and pastor 
concur, to dismiss ministers to other Presbyteries, and to approve administrative commissions to 
ordain/install with the provision that such actions be reported at the next stated meeting of the
Presbytery.  (G-11.0502h) This permission was granted to our Committee on Ministry; therefore, the
following actions are to be simply admitted to the record. 

I. APPROVED THE EXAMINATION AND TRANSFER OF MEMBERSHIP TO THE
PRESBYTERY OF WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA:
A. DANIEL JOSEPH OEDY

From: Peace River Presbytery
As: Pastor, Southminster Presbyterian Church
Effective: November 17, 2013
(See COM Attachment 5 for Bio Credo.)

B. STEVEN M. BARNES
From: Charlotte Presbytery
As: Pastor, Newton First Presbyterian Church
Effective: November 18, 2013
(See COM Attachment 6 for Bio Credo.)

II. APPROVED PASTORAL RELATIONSHIPS AND TERMS OF CALL:
A. MICHAEL TATE MCKEE

Salary $25,000
Housing Allowance   12,000
Social Security     2,831
Auto/Travel/Telephone     3,200
Professional Dev.     1,115

TOTAL $44,146

Pension/Medical        Yes
Four Weeks Vacation        Yes
Two Weeks Study Leave        Yes

B. DANIEL JOSEPH OEDY

Salary $48,000
Housing Allowance   24,000
Social Security     5,700
Professional Dev.     1,200
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Auto Allowance     4,800
Professional Expenses               800

TOTAL $84,500

Moving Expense     4,000
Loan     8,000
Four Weeks Vacation        Yes
Two Weeks Study Leave        Yes

C. ELIZABETH SIGMON

Salary $17,424
Housing Allowance     9,120
Social Security     1,056

TOTAL $27,600

Pension/Medical        No
Two Weeks Vacation      Yes
One Week Study Leave      Yes

D. STEVEN M. BARNES

Salary $35,000
Housing Allowance   30,000
Social Security     4,973
Auto Allowance     3,200
Professional Dev./Expense     3,000
Hospitality Allowance     2,000

TOTAL $78,173

Pension/Medical       Yes
Dental Coverage       Yes
Four Weeks Vacation       Yes
Two Weeks Study Leave       Yes
Sabbatical Leave       Yes
(Yearly deposit made to disperse in seven years)
One Time Moving Allowance $10,000 (up to)

III. APPROVED TRANSITIONAL PASTOR RELATIONSHIPS:
A. Bryan Hovey and Lowell Presbyterian Church

Effective: September 15, 2013 - March 14, 2014  

IV. APPROVED STATED PASTOR RELATIONSHIPS:
A. Margaret Lauterer and Montreat Presbyterian Church

Extended: August 15, 2013 - December 31, 2013
B. Albert Shaw and Duncan’s Creek Presbyterian Church

Extended: August 11, 2013 - August 10, 2014
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C. John Bridges and Shiloh Presbyterian Church

Effective: August 11, 2013 - August 10, 2014  
D. Wendell Ligon and Morrison Presbyterian Church

Extended: September 1, 2013 - August 30, 2014
E. Elizabeth Sigmon and Olney Presbyterian Church

Effective: September 22, 2013 - September 21, 2014
F. Samuel Hobson, Jr. and Swannanoa First Presbyterian Church

Effective: October 13, 2013 - October 12, 2014

V. APPROVED COMMISSIONED LAY PASTOR RELATIONSHIPS:
A. Roger Wise and Fletcher Presbyterian Church

Extended: August 1, 2013 - July 31, 2014
B. Betty Shaw and Duncan’s Creek Presbyterian Church

Extended: August 11, 2013 - August 10, 2014
C. David Moore, Sr. and Good Hope Presbyterian Church

Extended: January 1, 2014 - December 31, 2014

VI. APPROVED AS MODERATORS:
A. Lowell Presbyterian Church and Sam Warner
B. Saluda Presbyterian Church and Jim McPherson
C. Dorland Memorial Presbyterian Church and Jay Rabuck
D. Union Mills Presbyterian Church and Don Scofield (3 months)

VII. APPROVED THE TRANSFER OF MEMBERSHIP:
A. Alyce Kelly

To: Charlotte Presbytery 
As: Temporary Pastor, Covenant Kannapolis Presbyterian Church
Effective: February 16, 2013

B. Jack Davidson
To: Presbytery of San Gabriel
As: Pastor, Alhambra True Light Presbyterian Church, Alhambra, CA
Effective: September 11, 2013

VIII. APPROVED MINISTRY INFORMATION FORM:
A. Montreat Presbyterian Church

IX. APPROVED DISSOLUTION OF PASTORAL RELATIONSHIP:
A. Eugene Linton, Jr. and Dorland Memorial Presbyterian Church

Effective: August 31, 2013

X. APPROVED MOVING TO MEMBER-AT-LARGE STATUS:
A. Alex McLean

XI. APPROVED THE REQUEST FOR HONORABLE RETIREMENT:
A. David W. McKee

Effective: January 1, 2014
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XII. APPROVED PERMISSION TO LABOR OUTSIDE THE BOUNDS OF THE

PRESBYTERY OF WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA:
A. Charles Davenport

As: Transitional Pastor, Prospect Presbyterian Church, Mooresville, NC
Effective: July 15, 2013

XIII. APPROVED PERMISSION TO LABOR WITHIN THE BOUNDS OF THE
PRESBYTERY OF WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA:
A. David Taylor

As: Montreat College Chaplain
Effective: July 11, 2013

B. Leonard Bergman
From: Charlotte Presbytery
As: Pulpit Supply
Effective: October 1, 2013

XIV. APPROVED ORDINATION/INSTALLATION COMMISSIONS:

A. Approve the Administrative Commission for the installation of James Holeman as
Pastor of the Union Presbyterian Church, Gastonia, North Carolina on Sunday,
September 8, 2013 at 4:00 p.m.

Name Responsibility on Commission Min/Eld.Eddie
Eddie Deas Moderator/Preside Minister
Don Scofield Propound the Constitutional Questions Minister
John Frye Preach the Sermon Minister
Martha Simmons Propound Questions to Congregation Elder
Barbara Ross Charge the Minister Elder
Margaret Packard Charge the Congregation Elder
Bobbi White Lead in Worship Minister
George Ratchford Scripture Reading and Prayer Elder

B. Approve the Administrative Commission for the installation of T. Feild Russell as Pastor
of the Banner Elk Presbyterian Church on Sunday, August 11, 2013 at 11:00 a.m.

Name Responsibility on Commission Min/Eld.
Barbara Ross Moderator/Preside Elder

Propound the Constitutional Questions
McCoy Franklin Preach the Sermon Minister
Paula Wallace Propound Questions to Congregation Elder
John Heilman Charge the Congregation Elder
McNair Tornow Charge the Minister Elder
Ellen Dozier Lead in Worship Minister
Tee Gatewood Lead in Worship Minister
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Michael McKee Faith Journey Presbytery of WNC 
 
Until I was 5, my family attended the Advent Christian Church that my maternal grandfather 
previously served as minister.  When my paternal grandparents made the move to Lenoir (to be closer 
to grandchildren!), our family began to worship at the First Presbyterian Church.  There I was baptized 
and later confirmed, passing through the various Sunday school classes and youth programs designed 
to joyfully instruct us in the ways of the Lord.  My experience of God’s love, faithfulness, forgiveness, 
and new life stem from this early rooting in the church as it was embodied by those faithful souls in 
Lenoir.  I am deeply grateful that the Lord called my family there, and that my memory is absent a time 
when I did not know, at some level, the saving love of Jesus Christ. 
 
My call to ministry coincided with my final months of study at Appalachian State.  With plans to pursue 
employment in a law firm as preparation for law school, it came as a great surprise to discover 
constant images of myself in pastoral vocation.  I asked, “is this really of God, or I am conjuring these 
thoughts on my own?”  Through conversations with other ministers and attentiveness in prayer to a 
few rather startling events, I determined that God was, in fact, calling me to the ministry of Word and 
Sacrament.  And so I endeavored to be obedient to that call.  My time at Pittsburgh Theological 
Seminary afforded me some of the most beautiful experiences of my life.  My daily patterns were 
shaped by the study, reception, and proclamation of the Word of God in community.  I encountered 
teachers, friends, and mentors who loved God tremendously, and this bound us together in 
relationships stronger than any I had ever encountered.  My eyes were further opened to the Lordship 
of Christ over his Church, and how he is indeed making all things new! 
 
I was struck during my seminary experience by Christ’s call to total conversion.  I haven’t come close 
to this in my own life, but I desire to.  I desire to because there is nothing more beautiful, and holy, and 
true than Jesus Christ.  There is no one more just, or loving, or gentle, or sweet than our Lord.  I want 
everyone to know this.  I want, as a minister of the Word of God, of Jesus Christ, to demonstrate the 
power of a converted life.  I desire to receive, in my life, the fullness of my baptism.  I desire to die to 
myself in order that Jesus may live in me and I in him.  Of course the Lord is powerful enough to work 
through me despite myself (as Augustine clarified against the Donatists), but we are called (obviously) 
to be holy -- not sinful.  So, my pastoral call has become clarified.  I must endeavor to become holy, as 
God is holy.  Calvin commends every Christian to exhibit melody and harmony in our conduct:  melody 
with the song of God’s justice, and harmony between God’s righteousness and our obedience. 
 
As I give myself more fully to the Lord, and receive Christ’s life, I believe that I will more faithfully 
declare God’s Word, that I will with ever greater conviction proclaim his goodness, that I will bear in 
my heart never ending joy, and that I will love those in my family, my church, my community, and even 
the world, with a fullness that I could have never imagined.  So, my story is one that is interwoven with 
those who have gone before me and those whom I have yet to meet.  And my times are in God’s hands. 
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Statement of Faith  Michael McKee 
 
I believe in the one God1---the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,2--- who is revealed and understood in 
the person of Jesus Christ3 through his incarnation, life, death, resurrection and ascension.  I believe that 
God relates to his creation.  Namely, the Father has created4, through the Word5 and in the power of the 
Holy Spirit,6 the heavens and the earth and all that is in them.  God sustains this creation,7 even as God rules 
it and redeems it when it turns away from him in sin.  In fact, God is leading it into majesty and glory far 
beyond anything that we could think or imagine. 
 
I believe that God has, in God’s providence, chosen to enact this work through the election, first, of a people, 
Israel8, to whom he spoke by the prophets9, who prepared the way for the coming of God in the flesh who is 
Jesus, the Christ10.  In, through, and as the man Jesus, God has acted to reconcile the world to God.11   
 
I believe that the Church, in the power of the Holy Spirit12, is called to be the first fruits of Christ’s kingdom, 
bearing witness to the love of God who has come into the world and to the reconciling work that God has 
accomplished in Jesus Christ.  The Church is invited and sustained in this mission by the power of the Spirit 
and through the Sacraments:  Baptism and Holy Communion.  In and through these, we are caught up in the 
life of the Trinity and strengthened in our proclamation, carried out in word and deed, of Christ’s 
continuing work in the world.  These sacraments seal in our hearts the assurance of God’s promises13 and 
transport us, in the power of the Spirit, to another realm, the ever-coming Kingdom of God, where we 
receive citizenship (in baptism) and where we are joined mystically to Christ14 (at the Lord’s Supper). The 
Presbyterian Church, as part of the church universal, has been called to participate in God’s reconciling 
work, following the pattern of Christ’s life, death, resurrection, and promised return.15  As a Presbyterian, I 
am guided in this pattern by our Reformed tradition, grateful for such witnesses as John Calvin and T.F. 
Torrance, but also desirous to learn from the powerful witness of those saints (Augustine, Symeon the New 
Theologian, Origen [in his orthodoxy], etc.) who have gone before us.   
 
I believe that the Holy Scriptures are the unique and authoritative testament through which the Spirit 
speaks and sanctifies the Church in witness to Jesus Christ16.  They are my rule of faith and life,17 because 
they fully teach all Godliness.18   
 
This is my faith, as it has been handed down to me.  And I want to receive in my life everything the Lord 
desires to give, that the whole world might know the love of Jesus and glorify God forever. 

                                                        
1 Deuteronomy 6:4; I Cor. 8:4; Nicene Creed; Scots Confession 3.01 
2 Matthew 3:16,17; Matthew 28:19; II Cor. 13:14; Nicene Creed; Apostles Creed 
3 Matthew 11:27; Luke 10: 22 
4 A Brief Statement of Faith 10.3.29 
5 John 1:3; Hebrews 1:2; Colossians 1:16 
6 Genesis 1:2 
7 Hebrews 1:3; Colossians 1:17; Acts 17:25,28; Ps 147:8-9 
8 Exodus 19:5 
9 Hebrews 1:1 
10 Hebrews 1:2, John 1:11, Col. 1:19-20 
11 Col. 1:19-20, Confession of 1967, 9.09 
12 Confession of 1967, 9.20 
13 Scots Confession 3.21 
14 Westminster Confession 6.161 
15 Confession of 1967, 9.32 
16 2 Timothy 3:16 
17 Westminster Confession, 6.002 
18 Second Helvetic, 5.003 
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Committee on Preparation for Ministry
Presbytery of Western North Carolina

CPM Preaching Report
for Michael McKee

At its regular meeting on Wednesday, August 21, 2013, the CPM met at the First Presbyterian
Church, Morganton, NC, and considered candidate Michael McKee’s preaching. This was done
in accord with the Presbytery’s policy regarding candidates under our care who will be ordained
in the Presbytery of Western North Carolina.

Because time restraints did not allow the CPM to hear Michael preach in person, we heard him
by means of a DVD where he preached a sermon at the First Presbyterian Church in Lenoir on
June 9, 2013. The text was from Galatians 2:15-21 and titled “Total Surrender.” A manuscript of
the sermon is included in the Presbytery packet.

Michael demonstrated competence in biblical exegesis, the ability to draw relevant meaning from
the texts, and a strong aptitude for preaching.  After discussion, a motion was made, and was
approved unanimously, that we accept the sermon as preached and recommend Michael for
ordination to the Presbytery for ordination.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Rev. Mark Burnham
CPM Moderator
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Michael McKee Total Surrender 6/9/13 
 
The Scriptures are littered with examples of the presence and the absence of God.  In 
the beginning, Adam and Eve walked with the Lord in the cool of the day.  They were 
blessed with an intimacy alongside their creator that we can only imagine.  It was 
truly paradise. But after tasting of forbidden fruit, they hid themselves at the Lord’s 
approach.  God’s holy presence was too much for them.  It was paradise lost. 
 
Moses experienced God’s presence in remarkable ways.  He was drawn near to a 
bush burning furiously, but never consumed.  He was told to remove his sandals.  
Moses ascended the mountain, received the Law and the Commandments.  He 
passed into the darkness of the cloud.  The experience was so transformative that he 
had to wear a veil, for his face shone with a brilliance that others couldn’t bear to 
see.  But Moses also wandered the wilderness forty years.  And he did not enter the 
land of promise.   
 
The people of Israel knew of God’s presence as they passed through the sea, and as 
they were led by a cloud and a pillar of fire.  They were given the land of milk and 
honey.  They met the Lord in the Tabernacle, and then in the Temple.  They received 
the Law, and lived in it and by it.  But they also knew disobedience and exile.  They 
were subjected to Assyria, and Babylon, and Persia. 
 
And Jesus, our Lord.  He knew God’s presence.  He was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
anointed by the dove in the waters of the Jordan.  He was transformed upon the 
Mount, where he spoke with Moses and with Elijah.  He prayed Abba, Father.  But he 
also knew the bitterness of the scourge, of the gall, and of the cross.  He knew of 
God’s absence.  He groaned aloud the words, “My God, My God, why have you 
forsaken me?” 
 
So it is not particularly new for people in different times and places to experience 
God to greater and lesser degrees. 
 
In Paul’s day, much of the world lived with an acute sense of the reality and 
presence of God.  The question wasn’t so much, “Does God exist?”  The question was, 
“how many gods are there, and how can I be in right relationship with them!” 
 
This was the primary point of address in Paul’s letter that we read this morning.  
The text tells us that Paul actually visited the Gentile Galatians on a previous 
occasion.  He had proclaimed the saving death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus 
Christ to them, and the Galatians had believed.  Chapter three tells us that they had 
even received the Holy Spirit.  But these young believers still found themselves 
confused over what the gospel meant for their lives.  In other words, they want to 
know, “how are we to be counted righteous before God in such a way that leads us 
into life and not into death? 
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Apparently, these questions arose due to the presence of a group of false teachers.  
These teachers claimed that circumcision was needed to ensure the Galatians place 
in the family of God.  And they cast doubt on Paul’s gospel by questioning his 
authority and claiming that he had withheld vital information. 
 
Paul unequivocally denied that the Galatians required circumcision.  He equated this 
with a return to the Law.  Essentially, receiving circumcision was the same, in Paul’s 
mind, as rejecting the sufficiency of Christ’s death and resurrection.  It was seeking 
to live righteously before God on one’s own terms and under one’s own power, 
which, of course, is a difficult place to be. 
 
This is the argument.  It is driven by the Galatian’s intense concern with God’s 
presence and their desperate need to be assured of their own salvation.  And it is 
instigated by the encroachment of false teachers in their midst. 
 
Our society, on the other hand, may be more aware of God’s absence, than his 
presence.  Why do I say this?  Well, Paul, as an example of his authority, refers in 
Galatians to a party in which the hot-button topic of the evening had to do with 
whether or not Jewish Christians could eat certain kinds of foods with Gentile 
Christians.  Now, I’ve just spent four years in seminary, and I can assure you, 
seminary parties are just as boring you might imagine, but even we don’t discuss 
things like this.  And really, when is the last time you went to a party and everyone 
wanted to talk about their own justification? 
 
Further, our society is not immune to false teachers.  We just don’t usually refer to 
them as such.  The Western world has been shaped in the past couple hundred years 
by great minds there is no doubt.  But these minds have not contributed to a world 
that takes the presence of God for granted, or that knows of his nearness in day-to-
day life.  
 
For instance, our Western world has been shaped by folks like Ludwig Feuerbach, 
the German philosopher who determined that when human beings speak about God, 
they are really only speaking about themselves.  God is a projection of all that we 
want or think to be good.  We look around seeing war, conflict, and hurt.  We want a 
God to bring peace, unity, and hope.  Friedrich Nietzsche uttered the famous phrase, 
“God is dead.”  He was rather offended by a belief in a God that would call people 
towards weakness and humility.  He thought that we needed a god that would get 
people to be strong, taking what we need.  Marx, of course, denounced religion as 
the opiate of the people.  For him, it was merely a means of control over the poor. 
 
Now, it stands to reason that a culture, clearly aware of the immanence, the 
presence, of God, who finds God in acts of nature, the fury of a storm or the fertility 
of the field, would also be very concerned in how to stand in right relationship to the 
divine.  The Galatians were willing to undergo circumcision if only this would ensure 
their righteous status before the Lord.  But they didn’t see the incongruity between 
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their desire for self-actualization and the righteous will of God, which determined 
that they should be justified only by faith in Christ, the only one to ever fulfill the 
Law. 
 
It also stands to reason that a society that is increasingly informed by secular 
thinkers would not have such a strong drive to discover the meaning of “justification 
by faith.”  Dulled to an awareness of God’s nearness, the one in whom we have our 
very being, we have medicated ourselves with other things. 
 
The novelist Thomas Mann has written a book entitled, The Magic Mountain.  And in 
it, he paints a picture of modern society where the perception of God’s absence 
reigns supreme.  
 
He writes of a young man named Hans Castorp, who has just graduated from the 
university with an engineering degree.  And Hans has a dream:  he wants to design 
ships working for his family’s business in Hamburg.  But first, Hans decides to take a 
trip to Switzerland where his cousin is a patient in a posh medical facility in the 
Alps.  Most of the patients have lived there for years, suffering from various 
ailments.   
 
After a short time in this Sanitorium, it becomes clear to Hans that there is a whole 
way of life to be had in being a patient in this exclusive medical setting.  They are fed 
five times a day, and the meals are good.  They spend a lot of time taking in the 
majestic views and engaging one another in conversation.  They enjoy a glass of 
wine together in the evenings.  Though sick, these patients really do enjoy life in 
luxury.  But symbolically, these patients become obsessed with their temperatures.  
They eat and drink and enjoy a calm, pleasant existence, but they cannot go more 
than a couple of hours without checking their temperature.  
 
Taking ones temperature, for Mann, is all about measuring how you feel.  It is not a 
critique of those who really do need to monitor their health.  It is a symbol of having 
nothing to live for beyond oneself.  And this is largely what drives a world that has 
no awareness of God’s presence:  the maintenance of individual material comfort 
and individual rights. Consider the evening news.  How much of that hour is 
committed to reporting on material needs and the economy, or our rights, and 
presence or lack of them?  This is the world in which we live. 
 
The eerie thing is that Hans becomes more and more drawn into this life.  He is 
described as eating lots of food, smoking cigars, relaxing, and enjoying the pleasures 
of material comfort.  When Hans gets ready to leave on the last day of his trip, he 
makes a fateful decision. Hans decides to take his temperature.  And he discovers 
that he has a fever, and that he cannot leave.  Hans’ ability to dream, to ask ultimate 
questions of life, to build boats for his family business and to see them sail, have all 
faded into a vast oblivion of self-doting.  Might our world tempt us to the same fate? 
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Well, what does the doctrine of justification by faith have to say to a society that 
does not know God, or at least lives life largely under this premise?  We must still 
maintain, of course, that one cannot be righteous before God under one’s own power 
or according to works of the Law.  But it also might beg the question, what in the 
world justifies your life beyond the worth that comes from being materially 
comforted and having basic human rights?  What gives your life or my life meaning 
and purpose in the face of the universe, or at the approach of inevitable death?  You 
are given your life for only a short time and each year seems to pass more quickly 
than the last.  You will know love and hatred, joy and loss.  You will make things, 
destroy things, forge relationships and see some of them fall apart.  But what will 
give your life one drop of significance in the midst of billions of people and billions 
of years? 
 
The doctrine of justification says to this world, that on your own, you cannot justify 
your own existence.  Your life may not be given worth and value by filling it up with 
pleasure or seeking one more material comfort, or enjoying another glass of wine at 
the end of your day. 
 
Justification, the real value of your life must come from outside of you.  It must break 
through like a bolt from the clouds, penetrating into the very depths of your soul.  
We cannot ultimately medicate this longing, this deep human yearning for 
significance with the pursuit of material comfort.  We are created in the image of 
God, after all.  Nor can we earn it.  We cannot find it, in an ultimate way, in our jobs, 
our relationships, or our self-identity.  This is really just rebuilding the way of life 
that has been torn down, as Paul tells us in verse 18.  Life under the Law is a trap.  It 
only proves us to be transgressors and impotent when asked the question of our 
own meaning. 
 
So, there is a natural disconnect to be discovered when we seek to justify our own 
lives.  Perhaps we spend our years pursuing degrees or accolades or money or 
relationships.  Maybe we even obsess over our health.  Eventually though, we 
discover that life is beyond our control.  We grow older and give up the job that we 
worked so hard for or we see the economy bottom out.  At some point our health 
begins to fail.  Most heart wrenching of all, we must bury those that we have loved 
along the way.  Where might our lives find their purpose, their meaning, if these 
things are sure to pass?  Will justification come? 
 
… 
 
But Justification has come!  This is Paul’s whole point!  It is his point to the Galatians, 
conscious as they were of God’s presence.  And it is his point to us, aware, as we are, 
of God’s presence, but also reminded at times of God’s absence.   
 
Justification has come in Jesus Christ.  It has come because God loves us with such 
powerful love that he became like us.  He has shown us what it means to be human.  
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He has given himself for us.  Jesus did not cling to his basic human rights (even while 
setting an entirely new standard for human worth).  No, he accepted death on our 
behalf and at our hands.  Jesus did not cling to material comforts.  He tasted the 
scourge and the cross.  He knew God’s absence.  He knew it so that we would not 
have to.   
 
Our hearts call us to more, Jesus calls us to more, and Paul calls us to more.  Paul 
says, be like me.  Die to the law.  Die to all of your efforts to justify your own life, 
whatever these may be.  Die with Christ on the cross, and receive his life.  "There is 
no other path, Bonaventure says, but through the burning love of the Crucified, a 
love which so transformed Paul into Christ…that he could say: 'With Christ I am 
nailed to the cross. I live, now not I, but Christ lives in me.'   
 
And which life does Christ live in Paul, or in you?  It is not one that pines for 
meaning, for justification.  Christ’s life is eternal life.  It is life filled with meaning and 
significance.  We become partakers of the divine nature.  Ponder that later today.  In 
Jesus, we are ushered into love that never fails. 
 
There is a reason that justification has so often been associated with our teachings 
on baptism.   Baptism marks us as those who will live our lives by faith in Jesus 
Christ.  Through it, God sets us apart. 
 
When the Early Church baptized converts, they brought the new believers down to a 
river on Easter morning. As they walked down to the water, they took off the old 
clothes they were wearing while the priest spoke about taking off the old nature of 
human being, addicted to trying to create life on their own only to slowly lose it. 
When the new believers were in the middle of the river, the priest would dip them 
under the water saying the words: “Buried with Christ in baptism.” And as the priest 
pulled the believer up out of the water, he would say, “Risen to walk with Christ in 
new life.” Then the new Christian would rise out of the water and put on new clothes 
that had never been worn before as a symbol of putting on Jesus Christ. 
 
On the day you were baptized in faith, the Church claimed that your identity was 
already established as a beloved member of the family of God.  And our faith 
completely rejects the paradigm that says you spend the first half of life collecting 
relationships and things and spend the rest of life watching it all slowly  
slip from your grasp.  You see, in faith, you have already placed all of these things in 
the hands of Jesus.  And this is the safest place in the world that they could be. 
 
To live by faith, to have received baptism, is to be buried in Holy Water and to rise 
up to new life as the beloved children of God.  Because of Christ, we may again walk 
with God in the cool of the day.  We may walk out these doors, look out at the world, 
and see paradise, replete with burning bush after burning bush.  We may enjoy 
God’s blessings of milk and honey, not as a means of life, but as gifts of grace.  And 
we may forever call our God:  Abba, Father.  Amen.  
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COM ATTACHMENT 2 
 

Biographical Data for (Mary) Elizabeth Sigmon 

 

 I am a Tar Heel born and bred having been born in Cabarrus County and have lived the majority 

of my life there.  My parents were both North Carolinians and they worked for Cannon Mills in 

Kannapolis. We lived in Kannapolis until I was six years old, and then moved "out in the country" near 

Harrisburg. I attended Harrisburg school for grades one through twelve. While growing up, my family 

attended Rocky River Presbyterian Church and I was blessed to be raised in that community. When I 

graduated from high school, I attended the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. I graduated from 

UNC-CH in 1969 with a Bachelor of Science in Bacteriology and Immunology. I then entered graduate 

school at Duke University and graduated from there in 1976 with a Masters of Art in Microbiology and 

Immunology. I moved to Minnesota to work in a medical research laboratory at the University of 

Minnesota. I did medical research in the fields of transplantation and immunogenetics for nine years.  

 Shortly after moving to Minnesota I met my husband. We married in 1976 and became the 

parents of two children.  In 1984, due to my husband's ill health we moved back to North Carolina to be 

near my parents. I was able to transfer from the Veteran's Administration Medical Research hospital in 

Minneapolis to the Charlotte office of the US Postal System. I continued to work for the Postal Service 

as a clerk until I retired in 2009.  My husband's health continued to be an issue for much of this period 

and included a heart transplant and subsequent issues caused by immunosuppressive medications. My 

father passed away in 1998 and both my mother and husband died in 2005.  Both my son and daughter 

graduated from UNC-CH.  Currently my son is a PC(USA) minister at Springs Community Presbyterian 

Church, East Hampton, New York. My daughter is an associate director for StarCom, a media marketing 

company, and is based in their Chicago office. My daughter and her husband have two children, a year 

old son and a newborn daughter. 

 After moving back to North Carolina, I resumed active participation in the life of my home 

church, Rocky River Presbyterian where I served as receiving treasurer, Sunday School teacher, leader 

of the church sponsored Cub Scouts and a teacher and officer in the Presbyterian Women among other 

things. The level of participation varied somewhat with the progression of my husband's and mother's 

health issues, but service in and for the church was always a call which I felt. In 2006 I began to feel a 

deeper call to service in ministry. After speaking with my pastor and my son, I entered Union 

Presbyterian Seminary Charlotte campus in the fall of 2007. My sense of call has been to serve in a 

small congregation. I became aware of the financial struggles which many small churches were 

experiencing. Since I retired under the Civil Service Retirement System with benefits, I feel I am 

uniquely able to serve a congregation of this type. I completed my coursework at Union in July 2012, 

and officially graduated in April 2013. I completed my year of candidacy in October of 2012 and have 

been certified to receive a call by the CPM of Charlotte Presbytery (Oct. 2012).    
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COM ATTACHMENT 2 
Personal Statement of Faith:  Elizabeth Sigmon 

 

I believe in the one Triune God revealed in Scripture.  God the Father, Creator of the world and all that 

is in it.  God the Son, Jesus Christ, who is God as a human being redeeming humanity by his life, death, 

resurrection and ascension.  God, the Holy Spirit who brings God's gifts of faith and grace, working 

within human hearts and minds.  The Triune nature of God as revealed in Scripture is a mystery beyond 

our understanding.  We were created in God's image, but through disobedience we became separated 

from God.  We still persist in our disobedience.  It is only through God's great and abiding love for 

humanity that God redeems us.  We are saved, not by any merit of our own, but only through God's 

redemptive act in Jesus Christ.  It is faith and trust in that steadfast love of God described in Scripture 

that is the cornerstone of my belief in God. 

 

Where scripture is proclaimed the Holy Spirit acts within hearts and minds of listeners.  The Living 

Word is heard, faith is strengthened and lives are transformed.  In scripture, God's eternal message of 

faithfulness to covenants made with humankind is found.  We find God's abundant love for humanity.  

We find the grace and mercy of God shown in the redemptive work of Christ.  Scripture is our source of 

knowledge of God and of ourselves.  It is the place where the Holy Spirit speaks God's Word to us and 

changes us. 

 

The sacraments are the "visible signs of invisible grace".  In infant baptism we celebrate God's claim on 

us before we can understand it, we recognize the cleansing power of God's actions toward us and 

remember the role of water in God's activity in the world.  Through Communion we remember the 

actions of Jesus: his death, resurrection and ascension which bestow the gift of reconciliation with God 

and life eternal to us.  At the Lord's Table we acknowledge our unworthiness and our thankfulness for 

God's grace in covenanting with humanity.  Common elements of bread and wine/juice are set aside for 

the special purpose of making visible our enactment of Jesus' act and the Word given to us which leads 

us to new life in Christ.   

 

The church is gathered by Christ to spread the Good News of the Gospel and to serve God's will.  

Christ's church is one body with Christ as head, but appears fragmented to us as members are sinners 

constantly needing God's grace.  The church is where scripture is proclaimed, sacraments are rightly 

administered and ecclesiastical discipline is exercised.  The church is called to care for all children of 

God, providing for the "widow, the orphan, and the resident alien", to act against injustice and to "show 

the kingdom of Heaven: to the world until God's Kingdom truly comes.   

 

I firmly believe in the theology of the Reformed tradition, major tenets of which are the sovereignty of 

God, the unmerited love and grace of God toward sinful humanity, and the response is one of joyous 

gratitude and a desire to be transformed by the Holy Spirit into the being which God created us to be. 

 

I am Presbyterian because I believe in the denomination's form of government and the historical 

principles honored by it.  The denominational understanding of the worship service, the importance of 

understanding the scriptures as the living Word through which the Holy Spirit guides us, and the value 

that freedom of conscience is granted which allows diversity within the denomination are important to 

me.  The form of government is representative and the church is connectional, bound together in a 

community of believers who acknowledge their imperfections and try to allow the Spirit to continually 

reform them. 

October 26, 2013 - Presbytery Meeting 
Page 44 of 70



COM ATTACHMENT 3 

BRIEF BIOGRAPHY AND FAITH JOURNEY 

Fred Van Itallie 

September, 2013 

I grew up in a Philadelphia suburb as an introverted, troubled child (possibly ADHD or slightly autistic, but never 
diagnosed).  In school I was a bored underachiever until the 8th grade when a new school environment fueled my 
interest in math and physical science.  In these areas I showed rapid growth and competence although I had few 
friends or outside interests.  I decided on a career directed to chemical sciences very early and pursued this 
through college (BS Chemistry, Carnegie Institute of Technology), graduate school (Ph.D. University of California, 
Santa Barbara), post-doctoral work (University of Wisconsin) and employment with DuPont.   
 
Raised as an Episcopalian, I began to seriously question my faith around the age of 12 and began to try to bring 
together what the Bible says, what science says and what my own spiritual experience was saying.  I particularly 
recall the comfort and clarity of the Apostles’ Creed and the Nicene Creed as I grew in my understanding of my 
relationship with God.  At the age of 17 I met and fell in love with my future wife who was an American Baptist 
and began to attend her church as a member of their choir.  After serious soul-searching I realized that the polity 
and liturgy of this denomination was a much better fit for me as it required me to formulate my own beliefs.  
After we married, we remained active in the denomination for about 10 years until moving to Hendersonville, 
NC, as a research scientist with DuPont.  Unable to find an American Baptist Church and finding the other Baptist 
varieties totally unacceptable, we were invited to Trinity Presbyterian which immediately became home for us.  I 
have learned much about Presbyterians in the 38 years since then, and I am proud to be one. 
 
Significant faith events in my life beyond the continuing quest to better understand God’s call include my first 
awareness of the real power of the Spirit over my life.  This occurred during a student demonstration in 
graduate school that was beginning to turn violent.  At this point in my life I was still so introverted that I could 
not speak to a group of more than 10 in any formal setting.  During the demonstration I prayed that God send us 
someone to speak to the crowd and diffuse the situation for I feared for the lives of people.  The Spirit suddenly 
spoke to me, declaring that it was I that must act and without knowing how or what, I took the PA mike and 
talked to the crowd for about 2 minutes.  Within 5 minutes, the crowd (~2,000) dispersed.  I have never been 
the same.   
 
As my sons aged toward adolescence, I wanted to be active in their development of faith and, with them, joined 
the Boy Scouts where I became their Scoutmaster.  Scouting taught me that I had a gift for teaching which grew 
to be a real calling.  So, after 17 years in industry, I began teaching chemistry at the local high school with 
eagerness and enthusiasm.  In 2010, I retired and am now self-employed (part time) repairing computers. 
In 2001, my wife was struck with a near fatal brain bleed from a known congenital vascular problem that was 
first diagnosed at age 14.  I prayed together with so many others, and miracles occurred!  Not only did she live, 
but to the amazement of her surgeon, she recovered nearly everything except her right peripheral vision.  Since 
then, I have watched the Spirit working in her continuing its miracle of healing and growth. 
 
In 2011, I felt the call to the School for the Laity to continue my spiritual development.  While I was not initially 
looking to be a CLP, the role of Dean holds a special call for me consistent with my lifelong drive to better know 
God and serve Him. 
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 A Personal Statement of Faith  September 9, 2013  

 Frederick J. Van Itallie  

 
I believe in one God who reveals Himself in three persons. The Creator established the 
mechanics of our universe. Through Him all creation was set in motion and time was 
established. His wonder and glory are the stars, the earth and life itself. His power is revealed in 
the scale of His creation – from the galaxies that race away from each other to the molecular 
bonds which define and control the mechanisms of living organisms. Existence had its beginning 
through Him; it will have its ending with Him as well.  
 
The nature of God is revealed in His Son, Jesus, whose love establishes the metric of Godliness 
for all mankind. His humanity was complete, but without blemish or sin. He was born, grew to 
adulthood with all the same trials and triumphs as I, yet He is God in human form and endured 
our sin and betrayal on the cross, forgiving us as He died. On Easter He returned from the dead 
so that I might know life in fullness through the promise of eternal life. No matter how hard my 
journey, I know that He has endured more than I. He walks with me even in my darkest hour; I 
am never alone.  
 
The Spirit of God nurtures me each day in and out of prayer. It inspired the writers of the Bible 
to record God’s Word and has spoken to me in the whirlwind of life. It inspires me through the 
sacraments, creative imagination, song and the reading and preaching of His Word. The Spirit 
comforts me in times of trouble and strengthens me to do God’s will even when I would rather 
remain behind my comfortable façade. The Spirit calls to me to follow Him. It encourages me to 
reach beyond my abilities. Its gentle whisper helps me judge the rightness of my actions in the 
light of love, justice, compassion and peace.  
 
I believe God has a plan for each person that includes a life-long journey of salvation. I believe 

His plan is as unique as we are, and that I must strive, with God’s ever-present help, to find my 

own path following the example of Jesus and the Saints. Together with other living saints, and 

guided by the legacy of those who have passed before us and by the Spirit of God among us, I 

am a member of God’s Church, chosen by God’s grace. I accept its Confessions as authentic and 

reliable expositions of what Scripture leads us to believe and do, and its Polity and Discipline as 

practical tools with which to accomplish the mission of the church. Together we struggle to 

understand God’s plan for us as his disciples today through the study of his Word and prayerful 

listening to the Spirit in our midst. As a member of his body, the Church, I am called to serve it 

with prayer, talent and commitment so that God’s Kingdom of peace, justice, forgiveness and 

hope may be brought closer to all my neighbors, near and far.   
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COM ATTACHMENT 4
The Validated Ministry Sub-Committee hears yearly from pastors serving in validated ministries.  They
would like for the members of Presbytery to hear about the work being done by this group and be able to
better know them and appreciate their ministry.  They hope to be able to share more of these profiles in
the coming year. 
 

Rev. Dr. Joan C. Martin – is originally from Pittsburgh, PA and as a result,
an avid Steelers fan. She received her Bachelor’s degree from Juniata College
in Huntingdon, PA. She achieved both a Master of Divinity Degree from
Columbia Theological Seminary in Decatur, GA in 2000 and a Doctor of
Divinity degree in 2008. Ordained as a Minister of the Word and Sacrament in
the Presbyterian Church (USA) in 2000, she has served two churches in five
year stretches each; First Presbyterian of Bonita Springs, FL as an associate
minister and Union Presbyterian in Gastonia, NC as the solo minister. She is
married to Mr. Jeff Barbour, the Managing Funeral Director at McLean Funeral
Directors in Gastonia, NC. They share a great love of college football, as well
as a love for their cats, Dozer, T.C. and Daisy. She is currently called as the
Chaplain to Covenant Village in Gastonia and delights in serving
that exceptional community. 

Joan is currently teaching a weekly series at Covenant Village entitled "Managing a Good Death." The topics
have included: "Promises from Heaven: What the Bible Teaches on the Afterlife"
                  "Leaving Independent Living: Understanding the Benefits of Living in a Health Center" 

 "What is it that the Funeral Director Does?"
  "Planning Your Own Service: What Would You Like Others to Say About You?"

Dennis Stamper, CLP, Chaplain, Blue Ridge Healthcare, Morganton
I have always felt that my call was to counseling and pastoral care. After
receiving my BA in Philosophy and Religion from Winthrop University, I
attended seminary at Saint Paul School of Theology Methodist in Kansas City
Missouri for two years. While there, I completed basic and advanced units of
CPE at Trinity Lutheran Hospital. I then did a year of volunteer work at a
hospital in Puerto Rico. Upon my return, I attended the University of North
Carolina and received my Masters of Social Work. I worked, first in the field of
child welfare, and then chronic pain management for over 25 years. In 2002, I
became the chaplain at Grace Hospital. I completed the Commissioned Lay
Pastor program of the Presbytery of Western North Carolina in 2004 and I
continue to feel blessed to be commissioned by the Presbytery to this ministry.  

I am active in my church (First Presbyterian Hickory) where I serve on the Mission Committee,
participate in the music ministry, teach, organize mission trips and occasionally preach. My wife and I
have 6 children and 2 grandchildren.
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COM ATTACHMENT 5 
Biographical Information Pastor Dan Oedy 

 
I grew up with my parent's faith. I will always be grateful that my parents were committed to having my 

brother, sister and I in church every Sunday. I am continually blessed by the seeds of faith that were 

planted by my small, nurturing congregation at Grace Presbyterian Church in Ft. Myers, Florida. 

 

I had an amazing and transformative youth ministry experience at Grace. Our youth group attended a 

Montreat Conference themed "Live Boldly". Throughout the week I was challenged to consider my own 

life. I came to the conclusion that there was nothing in my life that could be defined as living boldly; not 

for me, not for Christ. As we sang "Here I Am, Lord" to conclude our conference, I was overcome with 

emotion and a commitment that I was going to change; that I would indeed strive to 'Live Boldly' 

personally; but more importantly, live boldly for Christ. This is the point where my parent's faith, and 

their faithfulness, became my personal faith. 

 

This conviction led me to St. Andrews Presbyterian College in Laurinburg, North Carolina I graduated 

with a degree in Religious Study and worked part-time at Red Springs Presbyterian Church, leading 

their youth ministry. Upon graduation I accepted a position at Idlewild Presbyterian Church in Memphis, 

Tennessee and led their youth ministry for four years. 

 

Soon after moving to Memphis, I met my wife Sarah. I was visiting family in Florida when my mother 

told me to take a girl she met on a date. Yes, I met my wife on a blind date set-up by my mother. While 

this is not how most good stories begin, by our second date, I knew Sarah would be my wife. At that 

time Sarah was a Special Education Teacher, working with profoundly mentally handicapped students. 

While volunteering in Sarah's classroom, I was able to see her heart for those with great need. 

 

In 2003 I was called by First Presbyterian Church of Bonita Springs, Florida to serve as the Director of 

Family Ministries. During a pastoral transition I found myself as the only program staff member in a 

church with approximately 1,500 members. It was a very "educational" summer. I inevitably found 

myself somewhere I never intended to be - in the pulpit on a Sunday morning. I previously felt the Lord 

"nudging" me to consider seminary. I truly enjoyed ministry leadership, but I was convinced that I 

would never stand in front of a large congregation and speak, so I fervently avoided that "nudge". 

 

The Sunday morning I preached my first sermon was a coming-alive-moment for me. I found what God 

was calling me to do. It was an amazing experience with the Holy Spirit. From that point on I began a 

unique seminary journey. Encouraged by the congregation and our new Head of Staff, I completed my 

Master of Divinity at Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary while staying on staff at First Presbyterian 

of Bonita Springs. It required a lot of travel and technology and for our family to eventually move to 

Charlotte for eighteen months while I finished my MDIV on campus full-time. 

 

Sarah and I have been blessed with four children; one son, Graham (9); and three daughters, Hannah 

Reece (6), Camille (3) and Lydia (3 mos). We are a "normal" family, striving and sometimes 

struggling, to balance productivity and Sabbath. We do our best to honor the Lord in all we do; 

sometimes we get it right, sometimes we don't; but we are learning as we go and giving thanks for each 

day of this wonderful journey! 
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COM ATTACHMENT 5 
 

Statement of Faith Pastor Dan Oedy 

 

I believe the Triune God (Father, Son and Spirit) created the Heavens and the earth, and all that teems 

within it; and it was good. I believe the Triune God created humanity, in the image of God, and gave 

humanity the capacity for free will. I acknowledge that time and time again as fallen people we choose 

what we should not, even when we desire to be righteous. I believe the sin of humanity caused 

separation between Creator and Creation. 

 

I believe God Almighty, who is omnipresent, omnipotent and omniscient, and able to exist outside of 

space and time, and thus know all possibilities in all their fullness, was well aware of the frailty of 

humanity long before creation. Thus, in God's abundant love, God created a succession of covenants 

that would develop humanity's understanding of salvation and point all of history, forward and 

backward, to the New Covenant of the Messiah who would offer justification and redemption through 

his own suffering service. 

 

I believe the Bible, God's holy Word is clear and accessible, and both authoritative and trustworthy 

when properly translated, exegeted and studied with appropriate critical analysis - all done while seeking 

the guidance of the Holy Spirit. I believe the Bible directs us to the life of Jesus of Nazareth, who is 

fully God and fully human; incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary; as the Messiah to come 

and the savior of the world. 

 

I believe the words of the prophets, the Messiah and the apostles invite us into a relationship with Jesus 

the Christ. This relationship is built on the awareness of Christ's redemptive work for our benefit. Jesus, 

who for our sake was crucified, suffered death, was buried, and rose again in accordance with the 

Scriptures; ascended into heaven where He is seated at the right hand of the Father. Jesus' grace is 

sufficient for our sin, an unmerited gift which is made known to us by the ministry of the Holy Spirit. 

I believe the proper human response in light of such an awareness is to enter into communion with the 

Holy Spirit, seeking sanctification and attempting to discover the will of God as the Spirit enlightens and 

enables us; responding as the Spirit calls us to join God in the work of the Kingdom; each one being 

individually called and equipped to join in the ministry of Christ's church. 

 

Those who respond to the prompting of the Spirit unite as the church or "the Body of Christ". The 

church recognizes Christ as the head and is both Visible (a human organization, at times divided and 

always fallible) and ultimately Invisible (the eternal and unified fellowship of all believers in Christ). It 

is the work of the church to faithfully offer the ministry of the gospel, excluding none that come unto 

Christ. 

 

The covenantal relationship between God and humanity is proclaimed by the church in worship, as we 

seek to glorify God and enjoy His presence, through the reading and the proclamation of the Word, and 

through the administration of the sacraments of baptism (a sign of entrance into the covenant community 

of faith) and communion (a sign of Christ's continual indwelling presence) which serve as visible 

symbols of an invisible grace. The church's blessed hope is salvation through Christ in the Kingdom of 

God. Our calling is to be faithful to Christ until we return to Him or He returns for us. 
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COM ATTACHMENT 6 
Biographical Statement – Rev. Steven Barnes 

 

I am a child of a loving and gracious God!  I live each day mindful of the blessings of my life.  I 
am a husband to a wonderful wife and father to a beautiful daughter.  And, I have never been happier 
and more at peace in my whole life than I am now—preparing to take the first steps on the newest 
path of my faith journey and call to ordained ministry.   

I was born on April 5, 1976, in Sherman, Texas, to two wonderful and happy parents.  I am their 
only child and their best friend.  I was baptized as an infant at First Presbyterian Church in Sherman.  
My family moved 30 minutes east to the town of Bonham when I was 18 months old, and I was raised 
through the 4th grade at First Presbyterian Church of Bonham.  There I developed my earliest 
memories of church and the experiences of God’s grace—my saintly Sunday School teacher, Nicki 
Williams; the interim pastor, the Rev. David Sharp, who showed me that pastors were awesome 
people; and the entire congregation who showed the world what a family of faith truly is like.  My 
family moved back to Sherman in 1986 as I entered the 5th grade.  I was received as a Confirmand 
during my 5th grade year at First Presbyterian Church in Sherman.  I met my lifelong best friend, Chris, 
in 6th grade when his family moved to town so his father, the Rev. Bill Poe, could accept the call as the 
solo pastor at my church.  As a result, I spent all of my junior high and senior high school years living 
half the time at the pastor’s house!  I became an active member and leader of my church youth group 
until graduation from high school in the spring of 1994.   

I faintly heard God’s call to ministry toward the end of high school, which led me to enroll at 
Austin College in 1995 so that I could work closely with the Director of Church Relations (now the 
college Chaplain), the Rev. Dr. John Williams, and earn a quality degree in Religious Studies and 
Sociology.  During college I helped start a youth ministry organization called the “ACtivators” and I also 
served as a Youth Director and consultant at churches in Bonham and Sherman.  Following college 
graduation in the spring of 1997, I enrolled that fall at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary in 
Austin, Texas.  I was uncertain of my call to ministry and had difficulty discerning God’s will at that 
time in my life, but I completed the Master of Arts in Theological Studies degree program in early 
2000.  However, I embarked on several years of valuable work experience in the corporate and retail 
worlds.  During that time I met, dated, and married my wife, Dency, in 2002, and we celebrated the 
birth of our only child, our daughter, Nicole, in 2003. 

In the fall of 2006, I accepted the call to a part-time position as a Youth Director at Bentwood 
Trail Presbyterian Church in Dallas, Texas, where over the next few years God’s voice grew from a 
whisper to a roar, and I answered the call to ordained ministry in early 2009.  As I progressed through 
the inquiry and candidacy phases, I continued serving Bentwood Trail as their DCE until June of 2010, 
at which time I began serving as an intern at Emmanuel Presbyterian Church in Bedford, Texas.  I was 
certified ready to seek a call in late 2010, and I was called to Cook’s Memorial Presbyterian Church in 
Charlotte in the spring of 2011, where I continue to faithfully serve until I begin my call at First 
Presbyterian Church in Newton.  

God’s grace has been ever-present and joyfully experienced throughout my life and my call to 
ministry.  My personal journey to ordained ministry has been my journey, and all the twists and turns 
have been important and meaningful in order for me to become the person and servant God 
continually calls me to be.  In considering my call and faith journey, I am always comforted by these 
words from Ephesians 20-21, “Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish 
abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to 
all generations, forever and ever. Amen.” 
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COM ATTACHMENT 6 
Statement of Faith – Steven Barnes 

 

The core and foundation of my faith is the triune God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 

I believe in God the Father, who created all things good in heaven and on earth.  I believe God is a 
loving and gracious God who cares for all creation in powerful and mysterious ways that our 
minds are not meant to understand or comprehend.  I believe God is all-knowing, all-powerful, and 
always present with us.  I believe God created human beings in God’s image, and though we are 
fallen, God called us to be God’s people and established a covenant with us for all time. And, as 
fallen creatures, humans have the unfortunate aptitude to bring evil into God’s created world. But, 
I deeply believe in God’s providence in our world, that God brings good out of evil, and especially 
that nothing bad or evil is allowed to exist in our world that our loving God does not ultimately 
bend toward the good.  And, most of all, I believe that God continually proves God’s love for us in 
amazing ways, and that our salvation and redemption are only possible through God’s free gift of 
grace in the life, death, and resurrection of God’s son, Jesus Christ. 
 

I believe in God the Son, our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  I believe that Jesus is God incarnate, the 
Word made flesh, “God with us.” I believe that Jesus Christ is both fully human and fully divine. I 
believe that Jesus is the foundation of our knowledge of God’s sovereign love for all of creation, a 
love that is sealed upon our lives through the Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, where 
the cleansing waters of Baptism and the expression of acceptance and grace at the Table are 
tangibly experienced. I believe that through his life and ministry Jesus teaches us God’s will for our 
lives, and thus we are shown how to lead lives full of love, service, and compassion toward our 
neighbors and toward all creation. I believe that while we are sinners, Jesus’ death is the ultimate 
sacrifice to reconcile us with God the Father, our Creator, providing each believer with the 
undeserved gift of grace.   
 

I believe in God the Holy Spirit and the power of the Spirit to work among us for the will of God.  I 
believe that the Spirit is active in all lives and in all places, and that through the Spirit we are 
called and gathered into community to experience the fellowship of God’s people in profound 
ways.  I believe that the Holy Spirit experienced in our lives and in our current world is the same 
Spirit that guided the prophets and the apostles.  I believe that the Spirit provides for many gifts 
according to the scriptures.  And, I believe that the Holy Spirit instills in us the power and 
conviction to love and serve God with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength. 
 

I believe that God’s Word found in Scripture remains alive for us today the power of the Holy 
Spirit.  I believe that the entire narrative of Scripture concerns God’s love and redemption for 
creation, particularly our salvation made possible through Jesus Christ and the call to lead lives as 
servants and stewards of all that God blesses us with.  And, I believe that Scripture has authority 
for all creation, and must be trusted and accepted as God’s truth. 
 

I believe in basic principle of Presbyterian polity guiding our church, that believers meeting in 
representative bodies can seek and know the will of God better than as individuals on their own.  
Perhaps most importantly, I firmly believe in the relational nature of our polity, which is based on 
our belief in the unity of the church, and is lived out through our connectivity and relationships as 
believers, councils, and congregations. 
 

As a follower of Christ, I believe in the community of faith and the strength, unity, and identity of 
God’s people gathered and organized as a church, as the body of Christ in this time and place, not 
in spite of our differences but because of them. 
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THE PRESBYTERY OF WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA
COMMITTEE ON PREPARATION FOR MINISTRY

THE REVEREND MARK R. BURNHAM, CHAIR
OCTOBER 26 , 2013

The Committee on Preparation for Ministry recommends the following to the Presbytery of Western
North Carolina:

RECOMMENDATION:

 CA I. THAT Margaret Lisle Gwynn, a member of Black Mountain Presbyterian Church and a 
student at Columbia Theological Seminary, be enrolled as a candidate following the 
required examination by Presbytery.

FOR YOUR INFORMATION:

• Andrew K. Rice, a member of Cherryville First Presbyterian Church and a candidate from the
Presbytery of Western North Carolina, has accepted a call as Pastor of the Oak Grove Presbyterian
Church in Hillsboro, West Virginia.

• Michael T. McKee, a member of Lenoir First Presbyterian Church and a candidate from the
Presbytery of Western North Carolina, has accepted a call as Pastor of Newland Presbyterian Church,
Newland, North Carolina.

• The Committee on Preparation for Ministry will not meet until October 16 , and may have additionalth

items at that time.
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Evangelism Committee 

October 26, 2013 
 

It is an exciting time to be a part of the PCUSA!! Not sure about that! Well, you are invited to look at 

the 1,001 New Worshipping Communities videos that are available at www.onethousandone.org.  See 

what kinds of new ideas are coming into play as the PCUSA takes seriously the command of Christ to 

“go into all the world, proclaiming the Good News.” 

 

Resources:  

       New Beginnings:  An Assessment tool     www.whatisourfuturestory.com 

       ENGAGE: a new curriculum to use within Congregations    www.pcusa.org   

                    There are two parts that are available now:  Engage: The Gospel and  

                    Engage: Discipleship.  The third part, Engage: Mission will be available soon. 

 

We want to keep the 1,001 New Worshipping Communities initiative as a present part of the work of the 

Presbytery, and to help congregations and groups who want to start something new to find the resources 

and help they need to bring in a new worshipping community into Presbytery of Western North 

Carolina. 

 

1,001 New Worshiping Communities 

Not sure what 1001 New Worshipping Communities is all about? 

It is the new way that the PCUSA is doing New Church Development. There is a lot of creativity, 

community engagement, experimenting with what might work, and lots of permission giving.  

So check out:  www.onethousandone.org 

 

Are you dreaming of a new way to do church and reaching your local community? Then consider having 

a conversation about 1,001 New Worshipping Communities. 

 

Transformation/Redevelopment: 

What is the legacy your congregation will be leaving to the next generations? How is your congregation 

reaching out into your neighborhood and engaging the gospel in the world? Are you realizing that is it 

time to begin redevelopment or transformation of your congregation? Start the conversation now so that 

your congregation can be a vital presence in sharing the Gospel. Talk to members of the Evangelism 

Committee and let us help you dream for the future.    

 

 If you want to know more about any of these ideas, events, or websites, please talk to Ann 

Aichinger, Chair of the Evangelism Committee, New Vision Presbyterian Church, Conover, NC    

828 464-1330  Email:  annaichinger@gmail.com 

 If you want to find out how the Evangelism committee can help your congregation to be engaged 

in your neighborhood, contact the Evangelism Committee members, and ask for help. 

 If you want to serve on the Evangelism Committee, talk to the Nominating Committee and we 

would love to have you. 
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Witness Division Report 

October 26, 2013 
 

 A continuous running thread through our Presbytery’s collective witness to the love of Jesus 

Christ over the past (nearly) 20 years has been our partnership with the churches of two Presbyteries in 

Guatemala, Suchipequez and Sur Occidente. The importance of that thread in our witness seems to be 

evident again in this season of our collective ministry. August 3-11, 2013, four educators from our 

Presbytery joined with teachers in Guatemala to conduct an assessment of educational strengths and 

weaknesses in local school systems, determine how best to improve schooling in Guatemala, and 

evaluate the use of resources. Those women returned excited about the possibilities and committed anew 

to making a difference in the lives of children through quality education (See their more detailed report). 

In like manner, another group of four representing Presbyterian Women will travel to Guatemala along 

with the leadership team for the Guatemala Partnership on October 29th to renew and strengthen the ties 

of our partnership. As your Interim Associate Presbyter, I am looking forward to being a part of those 

conversations for the first time face-to face. I can’t wait to hear what we will dream of doing together to 

demonstrate Christ’s saving grace in our lives and in our communities! I am also honored to travel with 

a leadership team that already so ably reflects strong Christian commitment and loving service. They are 

an exemplary group, many of whom have served lovingly, compassionately, and consistently for more 

than a decade. 

 Furthermore, in another area of international witness, members of our Presbytery have responded 

generously and appropriately to assist our Malawian brothers and sisters in their hour of need at Nkhoma 

Hospital in Malawi. A huge THANK YOU goes to those who have demonstrated their Christ-like love 

in this way! 

 Meanwhile, the Peace & Justice Committee has been addressing areas of concern, both 

domestic and international. Domestically, we encourage churches that may have innovative ideas for 

furthering peace to apply for a grant funded by our portion of the Peacemaking offering (traditionally 

collected on World Communion Sunday). The application for grant requests is attached. Additionally, 

grant monies are available through our portion of the One Great Hour of Sharing offering for projects 

promoting the Self Development of People (Application and qualifications are on-line). Internationally, 

the members of the Peace & Justice committee have committed together to pray for peace and justice in 

areas of distress – particularly Israel/Palestine, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Kenya and neighboring African 

nations. We invite you to join our efforts to spiritually support those who struggle with threats and 

violence, even when our involvement is from a distance. Another issue that increasingly concerns the 

members of Peace & Justice Committee is global warming and environmental responsibility. This is an 

issue we will be seeking to highlight and discuss with the churches of our Presbytery in the coming 

months. 

 The Hunger Committee comes to you this season with ideas for infusing your upcoming 

holiday traditions with meaningful gift giving. You will find suggestions for organizations and causes 

that would value a monetary contribution during this season of generosity on the presbytery website 

(www.presbyterywnc.org). You can either give a gift in honor or memory of someone special or just out 

of your own need to give meaningfully. Either way, gifts are shared in several directions, spreading their 

impact. 

 Another way that you can meaningfully finish 2013 in the coming months is to join the Missions 

Committee in praying intentionally for the PC(USA) mission co-workers from this Presbytery:  

Amanda Craft (Guatemala and Mexico), Frank & Nancy Dimmock (SE Africa), Karla Koll (Central 

America – Costa Rica), John McCall (Taiwan), Barbara Nagy (Malawi), Gary & Marlene Van Brocklin 
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(SE Asia), and Becca Young (Indonesia). They would also appreciate being remembered and greeted 

during the holidays. 

 Finally, please don’t forget our college students and their pastoral mentors. The Campus 

Missions Committee would be happy to share with you who these students are, where they are from, 

and where they study, if you are not already aware. 
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PRESBYTERIAN PEACEMAKING OFFERING 

GRANT REQUEST FORM 
Please mail to: 

Peace & Justice Committee 
114 Silver Creek Road 
Morganton, NC 28655 

Or Fax to 828-437-8655 

 
The Peace and Justice Committee of the Presbytery of WNC is making small grants of at 
least $250 to churches that are working in concrete ways toward peacemaking in the 
community or the world.  Funds will come from the Presbytery’s portion of the 
Peacemaking offering.  Please provide a one or two paragraph description of your 
project/idea/proposal.  In addition, please suggest how your project fits with the 
peacemaking goals of the PC(USA).  Deadline for requests is December 31, 2013.  The 
committee will begin making decisions at its January 2014 meeting.  If your church is 
awarded a grant, you will be asked to provide a brief report (a paragraph is sufficient) 
and a picture by September 15, 2014. 
 
NAME OF CHURCH: 
 
CONTACT PERSON: 
 
PHONE NUMBER: 
 
EMAIL ADDRESS: 
 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF YOUR REQUEST: 
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GUATEMALA PARTNERSHIP    

   “that we may be mutually encouraged by each other’s faith”.  Romans 1:12    
 

  Presbyteries of Western North Carolina,  
Sur Occidente, and Suchitepéquez 

Education Study Trip 
Front Row: Flor de Maria Chapeton (daughter, 

Dulcie), Valerie Noble, Becca Weeks, Damaris 

Anderson (daughter, Cloe) and Judy Nebrig. 

Back Row: Tenma Galindo, Carmen Flores, and 

Carole Ball 

 This trip was the first of its kind for the 

partnership or that our leadership team from 

CEDEPCA had ever done.  Four sisters from 

WNC and 4 from Guatemala bonded together with 

the love of Christ and the love for the children of 

Guatemala. This trip was unusual in that it was a 

group of 8 women all having an equal role in the 

outcome; yet, from different countries. While the 

women from WNC had read many articles on the 

history of education in Guatemala, statistics of education, and various reports on education prior to the 

trip the women from Guatemala all had experienced teacher training and teaching in the schools of 

Guatemala.  We give thanks to God and to Trinity that all of our prayer concerns were answered, and 

our goals for the trip were met 

 The trip began by worshiping together at Peniel Presbyterian Church in Guatemala City, where 

the pastor is the newest (March 17, 2013) of only 4 women pastors in Guatemala. Miriam Azucena 

(Susy) is a daughter, a sister, a mother, a wife, a pediatrician, and a pastor. This was followed by team 

building, presentations on child abuse statistics and children’s rights, reforms in teacher training, and the 

status of bilingual education. Several schools were visited: including 3 schools for children who mostly 

work on the streets, break rock in the rivers, or work in the sugar cane fields; and INTECAP, a 

vocational school similar to a Jr. College for Technical Training in WNC. Students at INTECAP are 

able to attend this school without having completed a high school education. It was the cleanest and 

most progressive educational facility we saw in Guatemala.  It provides young adults with the 

opportunity to study in a vocation of their choosing while learning business skills, and finishing with job 

skills to provide a living. 

 The last day of the trip was spent setting dreams for the educational system and scholarship 

programs in the partner presbyteries. Following a listing of dreams, action steps were created to make 

the dreams become a reality.  Actions Steps were created in the areas of (1) Teacher Formation (2) 

Scholarships (3) Human Rights and (4) Advocacy. While there was not time to complete all action steps 

the women will each work on the steps independently; by presbytery; by country and finally 

participating in a Skype meeting in September when they will prioritize, add responsible parties, and 

timelines to the steps. A report will be made to the Partnership Meeting of the 3 Presbyteries at their 

November meeting with the hope of making this group of women a Committee on Education with the 

ability to follow through on the proposed actions. 
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 Please keep this group of women in your prayers as they work to further the quality of education, 

create awareness of educational opportunities for children and youth, and standardize the scholarship 

programs of our partnership presbyteries. Watch for further information from this committee on the 

knowledge gained from this trip, and the continuing work on:  “new learnings” dreams, and action steps 

which will be posted on the presbytery web page and Guatemala Partnership Face Book page.  For 

further information contact:  Carole Ball caroleball@gmail.com  
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Time to Mark Your Calendars!! 

Events for 2013-2014 
 
November 8-10, 2013 
 Middle School Retreat 
 Camp Grier, Old Fort, NC 
 3 day retreat for MS youth groups 
 Keynoters:  Chandler Guess & Rosy Robson 
 Look for registration forms on the Presbytery 
 website the first of October - save the date!! 
 Cost:  ~$65 per person 
 
February 22, 2014 
 Sexuality Retreat in Montreat, NC 
 Facilitator:  Joanne Tate, Heather Wood-Davis and    
   Michael Bailey 
 1 day event for Middle School Youth & their Parents 
 $10 per person (includes lunch and snacks) 
 More info to follow on this event soon! 
 
March 14-15, 2014   
 High School Mission Retreat 
 Black Mountain Home for Children 
 Overnight retreat for high school youth groups 
 Join us for a mission oriented retreat 
 Cost:  $25 per person  
 
April 6, 2014 
 RALLY 
 Middle School Event 
 One day gathering of youth from  
 across the Presbytery. 
 Montreat, NC 
 Cost: Free and no registration required! 
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P Y C  

Y o u t h  

C o u n c i l  

Ready or Not 
K e y n o t e r s  

PWNC Middle School Retreat Nov 8-10 

Chandler Guess and Rosy Robson  

Chandler currently lives in Black 

Mountain, NC and works at     

Montreat Conference Center as the 

Youth Conference Registrar.  In her 

spare time she enjoys drawing,  

graphic design, traveling, hiking and 

playing with her dog, Clyde.  As a 

former youth director, she is VERY 

EXCITED to spend time with the 

presbytery middle school youth    

exploring God’s word through bible 

study, recreation and creative    

worship!    

Originally from Black Mountain, Rosy 

is currently a senior at UNC-Chapel 

Hill and is in denial about the fact 

that she's about to graduate. In her 

spare time, Rosy serves as the 

youth intern at Chapel in the 

Times Presbyterian Church and is 

also active in Presbyterian Campus 

Ministry in Chapel Hill. 

 

Faith & 

Friends 

C a m p  

G r i e r  

Join the PYC (Presbytery Youth Council) for the 

November Middle School Retreat, Ready or Not!   

 

Churches from all over our presbytery will gather at 

Camp Grier for a weekend of learning, fun, faith and 

fellowship.   

 

Join us for music, energizers, small groups, recrea-

tion and more!  A weekend spent digging deeper into 

scripture, growing in faith and being in the moun-

tains with other youth groups, what’s not to love? 
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N u m b e r s :  

C o n t a c t  

I n f o :  

Registration Form: 

Church_________________________ 

Contact Person____________________ 

Email_______________________ 

Phone No._________________________ 

Female Youth #_______ 

Male Youth #________ 

Female Adult #_________ 

Male Adult #_________ 

*one adult per 6 youth of each gender 

C o s t :  

What to Bring: sleeping bag or bed linens and pillow, towel and 

toiletries, comfortable clothes and shoes, Bible, rain gear and 

flashlight, and offering for Sunday worship.  

 

General Information: Registration begins at 6 pm on Friday in 

the dining hall. Dinner is at 6:30 pm. The retreat concludes 

following worship on Sunday (no lunch on Sunday). 

 

Directions to Camp Grier: From I-40 take Old Fort #73. Go 

North and then turn left onto Main Street. From there fol-

low the signs to Camp Grier. A map can be found at 

www.campgrier.org 

Ready or Not 

PWNC Middle School Retreat Nov 8-10 

Presbytery of WNC 

Attn: Lisa Pressley 

114 Silver Creek Road 

Morganton, NC 28655 

Fax (828) 437-8655 

lpressley@presbyterywnc.org 

$65 /participant 

before Nov 1 

$10 additional late 

fee after Nov 1 

Send completed Registration 

forms and check to : 

E x p e c t a t i o n s  

With God’s help I cove-

nant… 

* To fully participate in 

the programs of the re-

treat 

* Not to bring with me 

any of the following 

items: 

-ipods, CD players, PSP, 

cell phones, 

-Weapons of any kind 

-Illegal substances: tobac-

co, drugs, alcohol 

* To treat others and 

their property with re-

spect and love. 

*To stay on camp proper-

ty during the retreat 

unless previously arranged. 

*Attach a separate piece of paper listing ALL participants and   

leaders names with your registration form and check and any food 

allergies, dietary restrictions, or medical conditions for participants in 

your group. 

E x t r a  
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A Presbytery of WNC Event 

for Parents, Middle School Youth, 

and Youth Leaders 

 

Saturday, February 22, 2014 

9:00 a.m. — 5:30 p.m. 

Allen Building (upstairs) 
Montreat Conference Center 

Montreat, NC 

Exploring healthy 

relationships & sexuality 

as you and your youth 

enter adolescence 

Helping youth and parents connect 

their faith with sexuality while  

promoting healthy conversations      

between parents and youth. 
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Joanne Stratton Tate 

is a family life educator 

with special interest in 

family communication, 

parenting, sexuality  

e d u c a t i o n ,  a n d        

adolescent and child development. She   

operates her own family life education    

business but spends most of her professional 

energy at the Charlotte Bilingual Preschool 

where she is Head of School. Joanne has a 

bachelor’s degree in Social Work from VCU 

and a master’s degree in Education from 

UNC-C. She loves digging in the dirt and 

raising vegetables, teaching beginning     

swimmers, and her certified therapy dog, 

Patience, who accompanies her to preschool 

most days. 

 

 

 

Joanne has led 

many groups of 

youth and their 

parents into 

h e a l t h y       

d i s c u s s i o n s 

about subjects 

that neither wants to discuss. She’ll be joined 

by two of PWNC’s own leaders, Rev. Mi-

chael Bailey and Rev. Heather Wood-Davis. 

W e  D i d n ’ t  S t a r t  t h e  F i r eW e  D i d n ’ t  S t a r t  t h e  F i r e   

Michael Bailey grew up in Atlanta, Georgia, 

but has spent most of his adult life in the 

Carolinas.  He is married 

to Laura, a Special Educa-

tion teacher, and they have 

three young children. Mi-

chael has been involved in 

youth ministry since he 

was a youth himself, volun-

teering and professionally working in the 

church for almost two decades. Although he 

is the Senior Pastor of First Presbyterian 

Church in Morganton and has an Associate 

Pastor who can lead all the youth trips, he 

voluntarily has lead youth mission trips the 

last three summers.  

 

 

Heather Wood-Davis is the current       

Associate Pastor and Director of Youth and 

Young Adult Ministries at Frist Presbyterian 

Church in Hickory. She and her husband, 

Tripp, have a daughter, Arlie, and a dog, Fin. 

Life is busy but wonderful, and if you’re ever 

passing through Hickory on     Interstate 40, 

Heather says you should 

stop at Hatch Sandwich Bar 

and order the chicken salad 

sandwich! 

 

 

 

 

For more  

information, go to 

www.presbyterywnc.org 

 

 Tentative Schedule: 

 

  9:00 Registration 

  9:30 Community Building & Recreation  

10:00   First Session (youth &  

 parents in separate groups) 

12:00 Lunch 

  1:00 Second Session (youth &  

 parents in separate groups) 

  3:00 Break 

  3:15 Joint Session (youth & parents 

 together) 

  4:30      Evaluation and Worship 

  5:30 Adjourn 

“This is a retreat that my middle 
school student probably doesn’t 
want to attend, but it’s like eating 
her vegetables…sometimes we  
parents know best!” 
 ~Presbyterian Parent 

“If they can’t talk about sex in a 
church setting with adult leaders 
and parents who care about 
them, where do they go? Think 
about that…” 
 ~Youth Leader 
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BB-1

Budget & Finance Committee
Jay Crane - Chair

October 26, 2013

For information only, the Budget and Finance Committee presents:

� The ‘Operating Budget Summary’ of the Presbytery of Western North
Carolina as of September 30, 2013, BB-2.

For the complete financial statements contact  the Presbytery office 

at 828/438-4217 or lpressley@presbyterywnc.org.
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2013 2013 2013 % OF 2012 2011 2010 2009 2008
ANNUAL YTD YTD Annual YTD YTD YTD YTD YTD

ACCOUNT BUDGET BUDGET ACTUAL Budget ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL
INCOME:

Unified Giving from churches $822,330 $569,305 $518,067 63.0% $510,927 $548,024 $570,553 $563,725 $646,164
Work of Presbytery only-churches 23,400 17,550 11,883 50.8% 18,958 17,618 17,872 19,783 13,250
Other income 15,000 11,250 12,500 0.0% 11,333 24,649 24,434 20,000 6,177
Anticipated Grants/Income 3,000 2,250 5,239 174.6% 5,555 0 0 0 0
Designated NCD Income 14,171 10,628 25,803 441.6% 57,593 40,500 10,814 13,739 0
Other NCD Income 0 0 36,776 0.0% 23,036 23,116 30,997 38,611 0
Income from Investment(3%) 55,579 0 0 0.0% 0 0 0 0 0
Add'l I/C from Investment 36,861 0 0 0.0% 0 0 0 0 0
Legal Fund 0 0 0 0.0% 8,768 12,113 0 10,372 0

     TOTAL INCOME $970,341 $610,984 $610,268 62.9% $636,170 $666,020 $654,669 $666,230 $665,591

EXPENSES:

General Assembly Per Capita/Unified Giving $180,004 $135,003 $113,402 63.0% $105,185 $108,903 $112,032 $105,374 $109,377
Synod Per Capita 12,390 9,293 7,806 63.0% 8,439 8,037 8,357 15,087 18,990
Institutions & Agencies 6,000 4,500 3,780 63.0% 5,259 7,260 7,469 7,571 16,005

Evang/NCD/Ch Transform $23,850 $17,888 18,600 78.0% $20,294 $26,735 $24,860 $19,165 $20,648
   Conover NCD $24,171 18,128 75,829 313.7% $77,066 $76,124 $77,449 $59,810 $20,000
Peace and Justice 2,800 2,100 750 26.8% 2,545 3,998 4,066 3,504 146
Hunger 550 413 51 9.2% 82 454 192 489 669
National/Global Missions 25,100 18,825 8,569 34.1% 6,656 7,959 9,766 11,485 10,925
Campus Mission 11,150 8,363 7,500 67.3% 7,567 7,500 7,500 8,820 9,881
Self Development of People 200 150 0 0.0% 124 60 11 172 110
Small Church 26,000 19,500 9,807 37.7% 25,291 22,055 25,658 24,451 19,920
Stewardship 2,500 1,875 44 1.8% 23 345 28 0 0
Christian Education 8,800 6,600 5,679 64.5% 6,175 5,157 3,664 2,917 4,107
Youth Ministries 21,650 16,238 9,467 43.7% 4,505 6,973 15,855 1,708 2,689
School for the Laity 575 431 (2,254) -391.9% 288 (50) 2,183 874 1,302
Budget & Finance 300 225 0 0.0% 127 72 67 0 0
Personnel 463,126 347,345 312,646 67.5% 329,047 337,726 342,431 358,061 340,092
Strategic Goals 0 0 0 0.0% 0 0 0 819 718
Property & Equipment 29,600 22,200 12,057 40.7% 12,163 9,851 13,294 8,759 14,687
Search 1,000 750 33 0.0% 0 0 0 0 6,869
Joint Outdoor Ministries 40,000 30,000 30,000 75.0% 30,000 43,525 32,644 32,644 32,630
Nominating 375 281 83 22.2% 185 131 250 489 541
Permanent Judicial 400 300 0 0.0% 0 82 0 0 0
Administrative Board 4,500 3,375 2,591 57.6% 2,724 3,977 4,072 4,121 3,918
Representation 650 488 0 0.0% 300 35 184 1,054 966
Committee on Ministry 10,875 8,156 5,661 52.1% 6,710 6,525 2,776 5,541 1,932
Preparation for Ministry 5,500 4,125 2,962 53.9% 2,693 3,118 3,982 2,781 5,898
Supplies, Equip,Serv/Comm 54,875 41,156 42,610 77.6% 44,799 45,962 43,026 44,115 43,443
Stated Clerk 13,400 10,050 13,687 102.1% 7,022 (211) (196) 4,010 16,298
Legal Fees 0 0 9,585 0.0% 18,596 12,113 7,014 10,372 14,392

     TOTAL EXPENSES $970,341 $727,756 $690,946 71.2% $723,864 $744,416 $748,634 $734,192 $717,154

NET INCOME/(LOSS) ($116,772) (80,678)         ($87,695) ($78,396) ($93,964) ($67,962) ($51,563)

PRESBYTERY OF WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA
 OPERATING BUDGET SUMMARY

AS OF SEPTEMBER 30, 2013
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World Communion and Pentecost 
A Wave of Change in the Christian Community 

 

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in 

Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” (Acts 1:8)  

 

“As many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is no longer 

Jew or Greek, slave or free, male or female, for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.” (Galatians 3:27-28)  

 

This past Sunday was World Communion Sunday, one of my favorite church celebrations. I picture the 

unfolding of this celebration similar to the “wave” at a football game, smoothly sweeping across the 

globe.  Early in the morning, before I even get out of bed, people begin celebrating Communion in the 

Far East. Then, it moves to Taiwan with John McCall, to Indonesia with Becca Young, to India and 

Pakistan where Marlene and Gary Van Brocklin will be, then on to Africa at Nkhoma were Barbara 

Nagy serves, and Europe and then to Guatemala and the USA. This Communion may be on beaches, 

under canopies of trees, in mud huts, in secret, around a simple table, or in cathedrals, homes, and 

church buildings of all sizes.   

 

I also associate World Communion Sunday with Pentecost and the blowing of the Holy Spirit. Together, 

World Communion and Pentecost remind me of how much the church changed and is changing. On 

Pentecost, the church went from “the Galileans” and others who had followed Jesus, to 3,000 new 

people who didn’t know all the stories, and perhaps were more cosmopolitan and maybe spoke a 

different language. When the church was persecuted, disciples went to Samaria. The new Samaritan 

Christians were from a hated group of people, but they also received the Spirit. Then Philip baptized the 

Ethiopian Eunuch, a man who could not worship in the Temple with the men and who was from the 

“ends of the earth.” Then God sent Peter to Cornelius, a Gentile, whose house he should not have 

entered. Cornelius, and his whole household, received the Spirit and were baptized. If that was not 

enough, the first European convert was a woman, a foreigner, and an immigrant.  

 

The wave of energy that is God’s Spirit is blowing (or moving or sweeping) today. I think of the 

changes that the churches are making and will make, energized by God’s Spirit. Vera White is coming 

to talk with us about 1001 New Worshiping Communities. This is another way to try to reach out to 

people not connected with Christ or a Christian community. Every congregation cannot create a 1001 

New Worshiping Community but, we can all reach out in new ways to new people, some of whom will 

be different from ourselves. 

 

I picture a train that left the station with Jesus’ immediate followers, added 3,000 new and different 

people, picked up the hated Samaritans, the Ethiopian Eunuch and those he converted from that far land, 

Cornelius and his family, then lots of Gentiles, a woman leader and her house church, and all those 

people celebrating communion around the world. And the train added those Presbyterians from Western 

North Carolina. That train has a lot of strange and wonderful people. 

 

Paul said that on that train, there is no longer Jew and Greek, slave and free, male and female. We are all 

children of God, clothed with Christ. 

 

Our culture today is more similar to the early Church than to the 1950s Church that so many of us 

remember. For the most part, the younger generation does not have church participation high on their 
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priority list. Many do not know the stories of Abraham, Sarah, and Hagar, of Ruth and David, of Peter, 

Paul, and Mary Magdalene, or of Jesus. Who are we inviting and what new ways are we willing to try to 

reach those who do not know Jesus? How are we relating to those who know Jesus, but don’t feel 

welcomed or may not see the need for Christian community? 

 

I see the Holy Spirit moving in this world and in this Presbytery. We need to celebrate it when the Spirit 

moves among us, and open our eyes to see where the Spirit would have us join in the work.    

 

The Spirit is working in the world through Pope Francis. Pope Francis is doing and saying things that 

some people say, “Popes should not do and say.” He is not living in the spacious “Pope quarters,” but in 

the guest house. He has washed the feet of men and women. When he travels, he has not just seen the 

officials, but has visited the least among us in the slums. He is about following the Master and caring for 

people on the margins.  Young people are flocking to him like a rock star.  He is challenging all of us, 

not only the Catholics, to look at our priorities versus Jesus’ priorities.  Because of the way the Pope 

projects the love of Christ, people are drawn to him, wanting to know more about Jesus. 

 

I see the Spirit working where churches are reaching out to new people who have never been to church, 

and where they feed children through back pack programs, grow fresh food for others, and care for the 

homeless. The Spirit moved in a very small church that grew from twelve in worship to about twenty 

five, with three new baptized members. New Vision, our new church development, welcomed their 

Hispanic brothers and sisters from Iglesia Presbiteriana Emanuel and became one church reaching out.  

Unity and Black Mountain continue to grow and reach new people with creative, meaningful worship 

and faithful witness. Westminster works with the veterans. Grace Covenant visibly witnesses to their 

care of others with a garden on their front lawn.   

 

I see the Spirit at work when for the first time churches in Avery County work with Covenant Church in 

Charlotte to do a Habitat house. They join with the Hickory area, Gastonia Area Presbyterians (GAP), 

and Buncombe County/Asheville and other churches who also build Habitat houses. Third Street and the 

Gastonia churches provide new shoes and wash the feet of the poor. The lives of youth are changed for 

Christ at Triennium. Many Guatemalan children have gotten scholarships and we have grown in our 

faith as a result of our relationships. The Spirit is at work. 

 

The Spirit is blowing in so many ways on us like it did on the early church. If we are timid and expect 

things to be like in the 50s, we will miss the Spirit’s power. The Spirit is blowing within this Presbytery. 

Wherever the Spirit blows, it brings renewal, tremendous challenge, and unexpected change. Don’t miss 

the “wave” of the Spirit. Let us pray that we may respond to Christ’s command with willingness to risk, 

so that others will know Christ’s saving love. Who are we inviting and adding to the people on the train, 

already full of strange and wonderful people, including us? 

 

Peace, 

 

 

Bobbi White 
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SYNOD OF THE MID-ATLANTIC 

Summary Digest of the 232nd t Stated Meeting 

September 16-17, 2013 

The 232nd Stated Meeting of the Synod of the Mid-Atlantic was held at the Ginter Park 
Presbyterian Church in Richmond, Virginia on September 16 & 17, 2013.  The following is a 
summary digest of the discussions, actions and decisions. 

 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

The Committee brought forward the nomination of Bill Parish, (Abingdon Presbytery, Ruling 
Elder) as Moderator, and Laura Lupton (Coastal Carolina Presbytery, Teaching Elder) as 
Moderator-in-Nomination. The two officers were elected by unanimous acclamation. 

 
ADMINISTRATION AND PERSONNEL 

Executive Search Committee – the Administration Committee chair, Beverly Bullock, noted that 
the Synod Executive/Stated Clerk Search Committee is moving ahead on its task, and wanted 
to alert the Synod Assembly to the likelihood of requesting a called meeting of Synod to 
receive the Search Committee’s report and take action on its nomination of a candidate for the 
position.  The specific procedure for calling such a meeting was reviewed. 
Review of Presbytery Minutes – the required annual review of presbytery minutes has been 
completed for all of our presbyteries except Salem, Western NC and AKAP. A need was 
expressed to clarify the rotation schedule for regional groupings to review one another’s 
minutes. 
Office Equipment and Technology – Sarah Cash, Synod Administrator reported to the  
Committee on recent upgrades to the office computer equipment and internet capability, and to 
the telephone system.  Work has also begun on the task of developing a new and more 
functional web site for the synod.   
Personnel -- the Synod Assembly approved the Committee’s recommendation to concur with 
David McKee’s request to retire from the position of Synod Executive and Stated Clerk 
effective December 31, 2013.  The committee had conducted an exit interview with David 
earlier in the day. 
Future Synod Assembly Meeting Dates  
The next Stated Meeting of the Synod — the 233rd – will be held March 17-18, 2014 at the 
Ginter Park Presbyterian Church in Richmond.   
 
The following dates have been set for Stated Synod Assembly meetings in 2014 and 2015 – 
also to be held at Ginter Park Church:   

2014 --   September 15-16 (234th).   
2015 – March 16-17 (235th) and September 14-15 (236th). 
 

FINANCE 
Carolyn Sprinkle (Salem), Chairperson, reported for the Committee, The Committee conducted 
a general review of year-to-date synod finances. They presented three recommendations 
which were approved:  

 that synod staff investigate and monitor fund balances that may exceed FDIC insured 
limits of $250,00 per bank.  
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 that an independent formal audit be conducted every third year, with an independent 
financial review done in the intervening years. This is a change from a two-year cycle of 
a full audit followed by a review the next year. 

 that the synod per capita asking for 2014 be set at $ 0.75   
 

Grants & Awards 
Synod approved grants from the following funds: 
New and Small Church Grant Fund 

 Castlewood (Abingdon) -- $2,500 for roof repair 
 Cove  (James) - $2,500 to finish attic space for meetings, etc. 
 Glen Alpine  (Western NC) -- $2,500 new heating and a/c 
 Praise the Lord (James) -- $2,500 for new heating and a/c 
 Reems Creek-Beech (Western NC) -- $2,500 for fellowship hall roof 
 Ryburn Memorial (Western NC) - $2,500 replace heating units with heat pumps 
 St. James (James ) - $2,500 for a handicap ramp 
 Sweetwater (Western NC) -- $2,500 for furnace expense 
 Tappahannock  (James) - $2,500 for video equipment 
 Third (Western NC) - $2,069 for sound system repair and kitchen project  
 Jack’s Creek (Western NC) -- $2,500 for sink hold repair (awarded to the Presbytery)  
 Portsmouth First (PEVA) – $5,000 for mold removal 
 West Asheville (Western NC) -- $2,500 for floor repair 

 
Visionary Fund 
Crossroads Fellowship (New Castle) – $4,000 for children’s director salary (with stipulation that 
this is a one-time grant only) 
Oxford church (New Hope) -- $4,000 for leadership and liturgical development, especially in 
youth-led worship 
Presbytery of Western North Carolina - $2,500 for renovations of existing but vacant office 
space to be then useable for education, training and meeting purposes 
 
Task Force on Reviewing Grants & Awards Policies and Procedures 
The Task Force authorized at a previous Synod Assembly reported that they are continuing 
their work, and anticipate additional meetings before the next Synod Assembly in March.   

 
PRESBYTERY INITIATIVES COMMITTEE 

Seven proposed initiatives were received and considered by the Committee, as follows: 
1. “20 Somethings” Connection Gathering, endorsed by Peaks and Shenandoah, for 

$2,000. 
2. “Forty Under Forty” Bible Conference, endorsed by Peaks and Shenandoah, for $2,500. 
3. Youth Enablers project, to help lead the Massanetta middle school youth leadership 

conference at Massanetta, endorsed by Shenandoah and Peaks, for $5,000. 
4. Two PW Mission Projects -- for Hygiene Kits in disaster relief ($3,600) and Blankets for 

Project Linus ($2,000). Endorsed by Shenandoah and New Castle. 
5. Child care costs for the PW Summer Gathering next year, endorsed by Charlotte and 

Eastern Virginia.  $2,000. 
6. Charter buses for transporting attendees to and from the PW Summer Gathering next 

year.  Endorsed by James and Eastern Virginia. $4,800.  Award is to cover 60% of the 
cost of two buses, with registrations verified by March 15th. 
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7. Synod Presbyterian Men mission trip to Kenya next year.  Endorsed by Charlotte and 
Shenandoah. $5,000 – ($2,000 for supplies/furnishings, $3,000 for three scholarships). 

The Committee recommended approval of each proposed initiative, and the Synod Assembly 
concurred. 

 
Other Business 

 “Round Table” Discussion – Having completed its scheduled and necessary business well 
before the projected adjournment time, and at the request of Moderator-Elect Bill Parish 
(Abingdon), the synod commissioners used these “found” moments to discuss the matter of 
recusal from Commissioners voting on matters affecting their presbyteries, either in committee 
or in plenary.  It was decided to ask the synod officers and Stated Clerk to draft a policy in this 
regard for consideration at the Spring Synod Assembly. 
 
A full draft of the minutes of this 232nd Synod Assembly will be posted on the synod’s website 
when a draft has been completed and reviewed by the Executive Committee. 
 

October 26, 2013 - Presbytery Meeting 
Page 70 of 70




